Mission  residents  react  to  the  ?upervisoral  candidates 
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NORTH  MISSION  ASSOC. 
CANDIDATES  NIGHT 

On  September  23rd,  all  five  incumbent  Supervisors  and  a 
nuittoer  of  their  challengers  appeared  at  the  North  Mission 
Association  monthly  meeting  to  sell  themselves.  ^ch  was 
given  a gracious  introduction  by  NMA  President  David  Spero 
and  turned  loose  on  the  approximately  80  Mission  residents 
who  attended...  after  which  the  crowl  was  turned  loose  on 
those  candidates  brave  enough  to  remain  for  questions  I 

What  with  the  tribute  to  Corazon  Aquino,  the  Milk  Club 
endorsements  and  other  events  occurring  on  the  23rd,  the  El 
Buen  Pastor  church  took  on  the  appearance  of  the  A^anta 
airport  with  politicians  and  their  entourages  shuttling  in 
and  out.  But  there  were  no  serious  collisions,  and  a splen- 
did time  was  had  by  all. 

In  chronological  order,  JANET  SHIRUEY  denounced  the 
incumbents  for  refusing  to  support  the  commercial  rent 
control  initiative,  BILL  MAHER  spoke  out  against  urine 
testing  and  departed  before  anyone  could  ask  him  about 
vacancy  control  and  WENDY  NEU®R  praised  her  fight  against 
toxic  chemicals  and  left  before  anyone  could  bring  uo  the 
toilet  junkets. 

NANCY  WAIiCER  advocated  stronger  rent  and  development 
controls  and  promised  legislation  on  neighborhood  f>lanning 
districts.  Socialist  candidate  SYLVIA  WEHSIEIN  earned  a 
round  of  applause  for  promising  to  do  away  with  mechanical 
street  sweepers.  ANGEIA  ALIOTO,  just  missing  Welder, 
defended  her  father's  administration  and  said  that  while  he 
was  right  in  building  highrises,  enough  had  been  built, 

A couple  of  incumbents,  DORIS  WARD  and  RICHARD  HONGISTO 
entertained  the  crowd  with  vital  sp^ches.  The  former  took 
a stand  for  vacancy  control  and  revitalizing  the  port  while 
the  latter,  blasting  a taxpayer-supported  Downtown  Stadium 
said  "I  don't  give  a rat’s  ass  if  Bc±>  Lurie  isn't  making  his 
money."  A couple  of  challengers,  PAT  NOBMAN  and  NIOOI£ 
MYERS  touted  grassroots  housing  and  develofxnent  policies 
with  the  latter  urging  those  present  to  also  support  Norman 
and  Weinstein,  while  Norman  praisecj  Walker  as  a Supervisor 
whom  she  would  (presumably)  prefer  not  to  replace. 

JULIE  TANG  arrived  as  the  meeting  was  breaking  up  and 
stated  tliat  her  1986  candidacy  was  serious  and  not  setting 
the  stage  for  a challenge  to  recently-appointed  Tom  Hsieh  in 
1988.  She  rewarded  the  stragglers  with  a story  about  her 
interview  with  Diane  Feinstein  in  which  she  realized  she  was 
not  going  to  be  appointed  when  the  I^yor  concluded  without 
even  bothering  to  tell  her  how  to  vote. 

Now  it's  up  to  you  to  choose  your  favorite  fivel 


VOTE  YES  ON  M 


by  David  Spero 


Over  50  neighborhood,  planning  and  housing  organizations 
are  urging  a Yes  vote  on  city  Proposition  M in  the  November 
election.  The  North  Mission  Association  was  one  of  the 
first  community  associations  to  endorse  Prc^.  M,  also  known 
as  the  S.F.  CAP  initiative.  What  does  Proposition  M do?  It 
will  put  meaningful  controls  on  downtown  office  growth.  As 
millions  of  square  feet  of  office  space  get  built  each  year, 
San  Francisco  falls  further  behind  in  its  ability  to  provide 
basic  services  to  its  citizens.  Whether  it  be  MUNI,  police 
protection  or  water  and  sewage  service,  San  Francisco  has 
belt  the  effects  of  uncontrolled  development. 

Here  in  the  Mission,  we  can  see  the  effects  at  a first 
glance.  At  rush  hour,  Valencia,  Guerrero,  Dolores,  South 
Van  Ness  and  Folsom  Streets  look  like  clogged  freeways. 
Dozens  of  MUNI  lines  across  the  city  are  overcrowded.  The 
availability  of  a parking  space  is  a thing  of  the  past.  At 
a second  glance.  Mission  residents  can  see  the  crueler 
results  of  overdevelopment.  The  city  has  failed  to  keep  up 
with  the  housing  demand  generated  by  the  growing  downtown. 
The  supply  of  affordable  housing  has  shrunk.  Many  of  the 
"ring"  neighborhoods  close  to  downtown  and  civic  center  have 
seen  a rapid  rise  in  real  estate  values.  Tenants  and  small 
businesses  face  evicticns  as  property  barons  look  for  more 
prosperous  users,  continued  on  page  2 


CONTRABAND 


CONTRABAND,  an  eight-member  performance  company 
presents  RELIGAREE",  an  outdoor  performance  combining 
...ovement,  music  and  environmental  design  on  Saturdays  and 
Surxiays,  October  11,  12;  18,  19;  25  and  26  in  the  Gartland 
Pit  at  the  corner  of  16th  and  Valencia.  Admission  is  free. 
For  further  information,  call  861-6355  or  621-2079. 
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PROP  M 


Gent,  trm  p.l 


Editor, 


Bambari,  putatively  the  largest  settlement  in  the 
Central  African  Republic,  is  nothing  more  than  an  overgrown 
village  with  some  understocked  stores  and  ramshackle  kosks. 
It  is  fairly  clean  because  EVERYTOING  is  recycl^.  If  one 
had  all  the  discarded  trash  of  the  Mission  district  to  sell 
at  the  local  market,  one  would  quickly  become  rich  ty  local 
standards . 

the  countryside  is  lush,  mostly  vacant  savannah.  The 
heat  is  regularly  broken  by  brief,  intense  thunderstorms. 
Otherwise,  it  is  quiet  because  there  are  no  machines  to  make 
noise.  There  are  no  televisions  here;  barely  and  rarely 
electricity. 

After  midnight  and  before  dawn  are  the  hours  for 
sorcery.  If  a dog  barks  it*s  a person;  if  it  howls  it's  a 
soul  moving  fr<an  one  place  to  another.  The  government  has 
taken  alleged  sorcerers  to  court  and  imprisoned  them.  Most 
people  become  Christians  because  they  would  rather  go  to 
Paradise  than  become  a menkey,  as  many  of  them  believe  will 
happen  after  they  die. 

A couple  of  weeks  ago  I met  a woman  said  to  be  100 
years  old.  I was  able  to  question  her  through  a French/ 
Sango  interpreter.  Her  secret  for  longevity:  "Get  along 
with  everybody."  Good  advice  in  Africa,  vhere  enemies  may 
use  sorcery  to  harm  cne.  Thus,  one's  health  is  closely 
related  to  one's  worth  in  the  community. 

Nearly  everyone  in  Bambari  works  on  a small  plot  of 
family  land  outside  town.  A general  survey  of  the  kids  in 
the  class  I teach  showed  that  90%  of  them  work  in  the 
fields.  Surplus  food  is  sold  in  the  market  only  after  the 
family  is  fed.  Typical  crops  are  manioc,  peppers,  peanuts, 
yams,  bananas  ana  plantain.  Termites  are  a popular  food 
Item.  Fruits  are  available  only  in  season. 

Africans  like  to  drink  and  dance.  The  local  beer  is 
strong  and  may  make  one  sick  the  next  morning.  The  music  is 
distinctly  Afro/Caribbean  with  no  apparant  derivation  from 
Motown,  blues  or  soul.  . ^ ^ 

The  local  cafe  is  4 sticks  supporting  a tin  roof  under 
a Flamboyant  tree,  with  a dirt  floor,  small  bench,  table  and 
wood  fire  for  boiling  water.  The  proprietress  is  12  y^s 
old,  attends  school  in  season  and  works  in  her  f^ily  s 
garden  on  the  weekends.  For  thirty  cents,  one  can  enjoy  two 
-ups  of  coffee  and  two  giant  doughnut  holes  bought  fresh 

i^rom  the  nearby  kiosk.  ^ . i... 

Russell  Briaht 


COOKOO’S  NEST 

WEST 

est.  1978 

20th  and  Valencia 

(The  Ultimate  Night  Spot) 
FREE  PIZZA  EVERY  DAY 

from  6 pm  to  9 pm  when  you  buy  a pitcher  of  beer 
(not  to  be  combined  with  other  special) 

Game  Room  for  your  enjoyment:  2 Pool  Tables 

Happy  Hour  3 pm  to  6 pm 

Domestic  beers  and  well  drinks:  950 

(We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  service  to  anyone) 

Fri  and  Sat  10  pm  to  1 am:  Belly  Dancing 

When  it’s  your  BIRTHDAY,  your  DRINKS  are 
ONLY  950  until  Midnight. 

California  Driver’s  License  required.  Well  drinks  and  domestic  beers  only. 

Buy  one  drink  get  one  for 
half  price ! 


^Kcifically,  E^op.  M will  mandate  several  changes  in 
city  ordinances.  It  will  cut  the  amount  of  new  office  space 
allowed  in  half.  It  closes  the  huge  loopholes  and 
exemptions  granted  developers  in  Mayor  Feinstein*s  "Downtown 
Plan".  Only  450,000  square  feet  of  new  office  space  will  be 
allowed  approval  each  year.  Feinstein's  plan  allowed  her 
developer  friends  to  build  over  8 million  square  feet  of  new 
office  space.  Prop.  M extends  the  annual  limit  on  office 
growth  indefinitely.  Feinstein's  phony  limit  was  enacted 
for  only  three  years,  a quick  fix  to  get  politicians  off  the 
hook  and  time  enough  for  the  voters  to  forget. 

The  proposition  requires  the  Planning  Department  to 
adopt  a Master  Plan  for  the  city;  a plan  that  will  protect 
affordable  housing,  open  space,  and  encourage  improved 
transit.  Prop.  M also  mandates  new  efforts  by  the  city  to 
expand  job  training  progrcims  for  S.F.  residents.  In  view  of 
the  huge  vacancy  rate  for  offices,  do  we  need  ANY  new 
downtown  fortresses?  Planning  Commissioner  Sue  Bierman 
suggested  months  ago  at  a hearing  on  the  office  limit 
planning  process,  the  need  for  a moratorium.  That  was 
rejected  idy  the  voters  last  year.  This  year’s  GAP  initiative 
is  given  a better  chance  of  passage.  It  has  attracted  the 
support  of  neighborhood  groups  from  Glen  Park  to  Cow  Hollow. 
Ek>litical  groups  suf^rting  Prop  M range  from  the  Harvey 
Milk  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic  Club  to  the  newly  formed 
Tenants*  Political  Action  Committee.  Spearheading  the  drive 
for  Prop.  M are  a hearty  band  of  citizens  who  have  been 
active  for  years  in  the  fight  for  sensible  city  planning. 
These  "urban  environmentalists",  for  the  most  part,  belong 
to  San  Franciscans  for  Reasonable  Growth  and/or  San 
Francisco  Tbmorrow. 

Contrary  to  reports  in  the  media,  the  developers  are 
preparing  to  spend  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to 
defeat  Prop  M.  They  will  be  sending  you  slick  brochures 
attacking  growth  controls  as  bad  for  business  and,  worse 
yet,  no  jdbs  for  aiw  of  us.  But  remember  several  facts. 
Between  1970  and  1980,  over  15  million  square  feet  of  office 
space  was  built.  The  number  of  employed  San  Francsicans 
fell  by  17,000  in  that  same  time  period.  Only  8%  of  jobs  in 
new  office  high  rise  buildings  go  to  San  Franciscans.  For 
all  of  the  clamoring  about  an  expanding  tax  base,  the 
downtown  share  of  the  tax  burden  has  decreased  37%. 

It  is  the  people  of  San  Francisco  who  have  had  to  pay 
for  the  increase  demand  on  city  services.  Worse,  it  comes 
down  to  the  livability  of  a city;  the  overcrowded  buses,  the 
rking  nightmares,  the  housing  shortage  and  the  clogged 
:.reets.  Vote  YES  on  Prop.  M. 


Thursday: 

SO'S  and  60'S  music 
d.j.  CARLOS  brings  you  POP! 
Saturday:  noon  to  7p.m. 
ELBEERGARDEN  12oz.  BUD’s  ,75 


Friday:  5 fo  7p.m. 

Hors  d*oeuv  res 

1st.  friday  of  every  month 
OYSTERS  raw  on  the  half  shell 
GUEST  D.J.  NITE 

3 1 58  mission 
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landlords, 
1986,  sent  out 


a block 


This  is  story  that  falls 
into  the  category  that  can 
only  be  labeled  "Just  what  we 
needed."  Charles  W.  Roth,  a 
San  Francisco  certified  pub- 
lic accountant  has  recently 
started  a new  business  called 
■the  Landlord *s  Clearinghouse. 
Roth  and  his  partner  Andrea 
Kohlruss,  a former  Austrian 
rent  control  attorney,  bill 
themselves  as  the  "Rent  Con- 
trol Experts." 

In  a letter  to 
dated  May  13 » 

touting  their  services  Roth 
stated,  "we  are  gearing  up  to 
help  you  obtain  the  highest 
possible  rents  under  the  San 
Francisco  rent  control  Ordinance,"  As  if  rents  in  the 
city  weren't  high  enough. 

The  Clearinghouse  is  conveniently  located  Just 
away  from  the  rent  board  at  3^5  Franklin  Street.  And 
Just  what  do  these  folks  do?  Well  in  an  interview  Roth 
boasted  that  they  had  never  had  a petition  asking  for  a 
rent  increase  denied  by  he  rent  board. • This  "Clearing- 
house" seems  to  specialize  in  getting  maximum  rent  incre- 
ases for  people  who  have  Just  purchased  apartment  build- 
ings. Roth  stated  that  their  typical  client  is  someone 
who  owns  two  buildings  totaling  14-16  units. 

The  San  Francisco  rent  control  law  has  three  gaping 
loopholes  through  which  landlords  can  drive  rent  increa- 
ses of  as  much  as  lOOit  over  the  existing  rents — without 
the  apartment  first  becoming  vacant  and  irregardless  of 
the  shape  the  apartment  is  in.  In  a typical  case  that 
Roth  described  he  told  me  about  an  apartment  that  was 
renting,  and  was  still  occupied  by  the  original  tenant, 
for  $175  per  month.  According  to  Roth  the  old  landlord 
"hadn't  raised  the  rent  for  20  years."  Using  the  law's 
loopholes  to  the  fullest  extent,  Roth  managed  to  secure 
the  new  owner  a $175  per  month  increase. 

How  does  Roth  manage  to  do  this?  Well  landlords  are 

allowed  to  raise  the  rent  of  an  apartment  more  than  four 

percent  if  they  can  show  that  the  "operating  and  mainten- 
ance" expenses  of  the  building  went  up  more  than  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  One  of  the  expenses  contained  in 
that  innocuous  sounding  category  is  mortgage  interest 
payments.  So  a speculator  buys  a building,  maybe  pays 
too  much  and  finds  himself  strapped  by  the  mortgage 

costs.  Not  to  worry.  The  rent  control  ordinance  allows 
the  landlord  to  shift  the  burden  of  his  speculation  right 
onto  the  tenants  in  the  building.  After  all  if  his 
interest  costs  have  gone  up  then  surely  the  landlord 

(a.k.a.  speculator)  should  have  the  right  to  increase  the 
rent,  Roth  helps  the  landlord  get  the  requisite  pound  of 
flesh  from  the  tenants. 

Similarly,  if  the  landlord  fixes  the  place  up,  puts  in 
a refrigerator,  a stove,  fixes  the  roof,  etc.  he  is 
entitled,  under  the  ordinance,  to  raise  the  rents  to 
recover  the  cost  of  the  renovation,  Roth  admitted  that 
in  this  scenario  a speculator  will  get  paid  twice  for  the 
work  done;  once  by  securing,  with  Roth’s  help,  a rent 
increase  greater  than  the  four  percent  he  is  entitled  to 
and  a second  time  when  the  building  is  sold  with  the  cost 
of  the  renovations  added  to  the  original  price  of  the 
building.  This  transaction  gives  a speculator  a return 
on  his  money  "higher  than  if  the  money  was  Just  sitting 
in  a bank  earning  interest"  said  Roth,  Good  deal,  huh? 

As  for  Roth  he  describes  himself  as  a "liberal,  or  as 
liberal  as  an  accountant  can  be."  Roth  says  that  he 
doesn't  take  "slumlords"  as  clients  but  was  rather  vague 
about  who  could  le  considered  a slumlord.  "When  you  sit 


down  to  talk  to  them,  you  Just  know  if  they're  honest  or 
not"  said  Roth.  Of  course  in  the  letter  that  the  Clear- 
inghouse sent  out  Roth  states  that  a landlord  can  "send 
us  the  1984  and  1985  rental  property  and  related  deprec- 
iation schedules  from  your  tax  returns.  . ,we  will  send 
you  a written  evaluation  of  possible  rent  increases  you 
may  be  entitled  to  charge.  . . ."No  mention  of  a re- 

quired Interview  wherein  Roth  sniffs  out  slumlords  and 
spurns  their  business.  All  for  a mere  $40  per  hour. 

What  can  you  do  to  protect  yourself  from  having  your 
rent  increased  like  this?  Organize.  Roth  stated  that 
for  the  first  petition  requesting  a rent  increase  the 
tenants  show  up  in  force,  united  against  the  increase. 
For  the  second  petition  only  about  half  the  tenants  show 
up.  And  by  the  time  the  third  petition  is  heard  by  the 
"ent  board  the  tenants  have  left  the  field  clear  for  the 
speculators  to  get  their  increase  without  opposition. 
These  people  look  at  our  homes  as  sources  of  profits  not 
as  basic  shelter  and  we  must  be  ready  to  fight  them. 

Basically  what  we  have  here  is  not  necessarily  a sleazy 
Roth  but  rather  a sleazy  rent  control  law  that  encourages 
speculation  in  apartment  buildings  by  allowing  the  specu- 
lator to  be  secure  in  the  knowledge  that  if  he  pays  too 
much  for  a building  he  can  shift  some  of  the  burden  onto 
the  tenants.  All  of  this  contributes  to  the  never-ending 
spiral  of  rents  in  San  Francisco,  a spiral  that  has 
turned  this  city  into  an  enclave  for  the  well-to-do  and  a 
haven  for  people  who  speculate  in  other  people's  homes. 


s 


□ Thurs  - Sun  • Oct  30-Sept  2 

Robert  Gardner  Retrospectwe  ci^.pbeihere 
, THE  FILMS  OF  ROBERT  GARDNER 

I Alinough  Gardoar't  work  has  beer)  praised  by  the  likes  of  Stan  Brak- 
hage  arid  Peter  Kubelka  aa  well  as  Mrgaret  Mead,  he's  never  gottten 
his  due  as  one  of  his  generation's  moat  gifted,  problematic  fllmmakefs 
. What'sdrawnhimtothedesertsof  Eritrea,  the  mountains  of  Colom- 
bia. and  the  gaping  maw  of  India,  he  explains,  was  a "persuasive 
si^clon*  that  those  llvee  he  might  encounter  had  "a  meaning  which 
my  particular  technical  and  mental  equipment  could  profitably 
address’  To  what  end.  Oardr>er  leaves  for  us  to  decide 
Gardner  Is  at  once  the  estabHshmeni  Gauguin  and  the  avant-garde 
Indiana  Jones.  Porest  of  Bliss  opens  with  a quote  from  the  Upsni- 
sheds  by  way  of  W.B.  Yeats;  "Everything  In  the  world  Is  eater  or  eaten, 
the  seed  is  food  ar>d  the  lire  is  ester'  You  don't  have  to  wonder  which 
Gardner  Is.  He  devours  cultures  with  regal  authority  — J Hoberman, 
WIsgs  Voict. 


NORTH  MISSION  NEWS 


SUBSCRIBE  NOW!  Only  $12.00  A Year 
Name 


d'l.r.^Sh  HKI.NIi 


Address. 


Send  Check  or  Money  Order  Today 
•N.M.N.  3)04  16th  St.  SFCA  94103 


Zip. 


The  North  Hiss ion  News  is  the  voice  of  the 
North  ;iission  Association,  a nonprofit  organization 
committed  to  championing  neighborhood  issues.  Your 
subscription  vnll  keep  you  informed  and  provide  the 
financial  support  needed  to  assure  that  these  issues 
continue  to  be  addressed. 
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Bill’s  Coins 


JOt  HAUt- 


;JI66  16  - TftEEl 

•5AN  TRANCISCO  CA  W4K' 


2172  Missron  St 
(between  17th  ■'  18th  St 
San  Franprsco  A 94110 
Tel.  863-3700 


«?.6  47.1T 
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VOLUNTEER  CLINICAL  INTERNSHIP 

FORT  HELP  is  seeking  people  of  ethnic 
minorities  to  join  our  stat.'.  Free 
clinical  supervision  with  the  oppor- 
tunity to  work  creatively  with  diverse 
clients  in  a cooperative  setting.  Call 
546-7779. 


MINC  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 


OPEN  HOI 


11.00  am  -8  30  pm  Closed  Sunday 
FOOD  TO  TAKEOUT 


Fresh  Sea  Food  Daily  - Specialty 
Korean  Chicken  with  wine  or  beet 


$50-6601 

Mon  thru  Sat  10  to  6 
Thurs  10  to  8 


1065  VALENCIA  STREET 

(Between  21st  & 22nd  St.) 
Son  Francisco.  CA  94110 


VAl£NCIA  CYCUERY 


—ffCHW7WW 

KPEiiCEOT 


Pocket  Knives 
Custom  Knives 


Cutlery 

Corkscrews 

Sharpening 


F.  Boyd 

. 7/Xl/U4SlX>  ('Ut/tT 


(415)  431-0520 


2128  Market  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
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THE  NORTH  MISSION  ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL  MEETING 


VIET.  VETS  PROTEST 

CONTRA  AID  Luke  Hones 


Tues.  Od  7:30  PM. 

EL  BUEN  PASTOR  Church 

439  Guerrero  St.  (nr.  16th) 
MISSION  ARMORY 

Come  hear  about  plans  for 
a film  studio  at  the  Armory. 

How  the  neighborhood  can 
influence  what  finally  happens. 


THE 


MUSEUM 


FALL  SESSION 

SEPTEMBER  22  - DECEMBER  13.  1986 
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PRINTMAKING 
CALLIGRAPHY 


PAINTING 

CERAMICS 
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863-6890  333  DOLORES  ST 


A group  of  veterans  from  across  the  nation,  led  by  a 
former  resident  of  San  Francisco,  begem  a fast  on  September 
1 as  a "call  to  conscience"  over  the  issue  of  U.S.  interven- 
tion in  Central  America. 

Charles  Liteky,  who  lived  in  San  Francisco  until  last 
February,  has  become  the  emotional  center  of  this  most 
recent  veteran  protest  of  the  Reagan  administration's 
policies  in  the  Americas. 

Now  in  Washington  forming  the  Veterans  for  Peace, 
Litel^  brought  attention  to  the  concerns  of  veterans  by 
turning  in  his  Congressional  Medal  of  honor.  Because  tiiere 
is  no  official  channel  for  renouncing  an  honor,  Liteky  lay 
his  medal  beside  the  Vietnam  War  Memorial  in  an  envelope 
labelled:  "Contents:  This  envelope  contains  the  Congres- 
sional Medal  of  Honor  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
awarded  November  19,  1968  to  Charles  J.  Liteky  for  valor  in 
Vietnam.  This  medal  was  renounced  on  July  29,  1986,  in 
protest  of  the  U.S.  intervention  in  Central  America,  seen  by 
the  former  holder  of  this  medal  as  another  Vietnam. 


Mission  resident  Pat  Howard,  who  fasted  for  three  weeks 
in  support  of  Litel^,  stated  that  the  fasts  were  a means  of 
bringing  attention  to  "the  situation  in  Central  America,  how 
it  is  a repeat  of  Vietnam",  and  "the  militarization  of  our 
youth".  He  and  Liteky  have  also  been  involved  in  the 
Veterans  ^>eakers  Alliance  which  presents  speakers  frepm 
Central  America  to  veterans'  groups  and  the  general  public' 
and  to  different  schools  around  the  Bay  Area. 

He  said  that  the  fast  is  not  an  attempt  to  get  the 
government's  attention  because  "the  government  is  not  going 
to  say  or  do  anything  that  is  not  in  their  test  interest. 
The  fast  is  to  get  the  attention  of  tlie  public,  to  say  that 
people  who  were  willing  to  sacrifice  their  lives  to  go  to 
war  for  the  United  States  are  now  willing  to  sacrifice  their 
lives  to  keep  the  United  States  out  of  war. 

The  move  by  veterans  to  get  the  attention  of  the  public 
is  opportune  at  a time  when  students  in  history  class  must 
Ccirry  crib  notes  to  remind  them  what  DMZ  stands  for. 

The  Vietnam  veterans  have  no  choice  but  to  remember  for 
us  all.  A representative  of  the  Veterans  Against  Interv^- 
tion  in  Central  America  says  "Millions  of  veterans  in  this 
country  cire  opposed  to  intervention  in  Central  America... 
the  lies  we  are  hearing  now  we  have  heard  before.  In 
Vietnam,  we  were  told  we  were  fighting  for  freedom  and 
democracy.  We  found  we  were  protecting  corrupt  dictators. 
We  were  told  we  were  fighting  against  international 
Communism.  We  found  we  were  fighting  against  poor,  starving 
peasants...  We  were  told  that  the  chemical  defoliants  our 

side  used  were  harmless...  " 

The  first  national  attention  brought  to  veterans  whe- 
oppose  U.S.  Central  American  policy  came  when  the  Veterans 
of  F\Dreign  Wars  cancelled  the  charter  of  a VEW 
Santa  Cruz,  made  up  of  mostly  Vietnam  era  vets,  whichhad 
issued  a statement  contradictory  to  he  national  V^  s 
statement  on  Central  America.  Post  5888  adopted  a noninter 
vention  resolution  and  tri^^d  unsuccessfully  to  get  it. 
adopted  at  the  state  VFW  convention.  The  VEW  officially 
urges  Congress  to  take  whatever  steps  necessary  to  stop  the 
spread  of  Nbrxist  influences  in  the  region,  according  to  VFW 
Chief  Executive  Howard  Vanderclute,  Jr. 

Since  Post  5888 ' s ouster  from  the  VFW,  veterans  ahve 
protested  Reagan's  Central  America  policy  in  a number  of 
ways,  but  the  administration  has  ignored  their  efforts. 

Until  Charles  Liteky  gave  up  his  medal  of  honor. 

He  surrendered  his  medal  shortly  after  Congress  decided 
to  give  $100,000,000  in  aid  to  the  Contra  groups  fighting 
the  Nicaraguan  government.  In  a press  conference  later  he 
Taidi  "It  was  scHnething  I could  do,  and  I thought  it  might 
.ve  lives.  It  was  imping  the  ante,  esc^ating  the  level  of 
public  protest." 

Veterans  across  the  country  have  once  again-  i^ped  the 
ante  with  their  fast.  While  Howard  fasted  on  juice  and 
milk,  he  said  "Charlie  (Liteky)  is  on  a water  fast,  which  is 
more  risky." 

While  the  veterans  fast.  President  Reagan  continues  to 
state  the  Administration's  position  at  every  meal.  When 
asked  about  the  lessons  of  Vietnam  at  a White  House 
luncheon,  Reagan  responded;  "Well  the  truth  of  the  matter  is 
we  did  have  victory.  We  didn't  lose  that  war.  We  won 
virtually  every  engagement.  The  Tet  Offensive  was  distorted 
back  here  in  the  reporting.  That  was  a victory  for  our 
side.  We  didn't  lose  the  war.  When  the  war  was  over  and 
we'd  hcxne,  that's  when  the  war  was  lost." 


aF.  TENANT  PAC 


NAKED  PGOTICS  BEmEEN  OCNSOTTING  ADULTS 

- by  Michael  Harney 


In  a city  teeming  with  assorted  political  clubs,  organ- 
izations, conspiracies,  coalitions,  slate  cards  and  lurking 
operatives  of  every  persuasion  — the  last  thing  we  need  is 
another  political  entity  — right?  Wrong,  campaign  breathl 
The  grateful  city  is  now  viewing  with  appropriate  awe 
the  latest  political  asteroid  to  enter  the  local  firmament; 
THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  TENANTS  POLITICAI.  ACTION  CONWIlTEEl 

Citing  the  need  for  a grassroots  tenant  organi^tion 
that  will  be  active  in  the  upcoming  elections,  I Michael 
Harney,  longtine  tenant  activist,  have  been  quoted  in  widely 
ignored  press  releases,  as  saying  "even  though  renters  are# 
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by  far,  the  majority  in  San  Francisco,  tenant  political 
clout  at  City  hail  has  proven  to  be  minor  at  best,  despite 
incredible  increases  in  rents  and  evictions." 

Bob  Weisblatt,  yet  another  SF  Tenants'  Political  Action 
organizer,  is  reputed  to  have  revealed  that  this  "PAC"  (as 
such  things  are  called  in  the  trade)  was  organized  after 
extended  conversations  among  veteran  tenant  and  community 
activists.  "With  the  break-neck  pace  of  downtown 
development  and  gentrif ication  of  neighborhoods,  it  has 
become  clear  that  potential  tenant  political  power  has  not 
been  translated  into  credible  electoral  power." 

But  Mission  resident  Ken  Tray  has  the  solution  to 
this  perceived  electional  power  gap.  "We  have  carefully 
scrutinized  all  the  candidates  for  Supervisor  and  other  key 
offices,  on  their  record  and  positions  on  vacancy  control, 
the  closing  of  eviction  loopholes  and  the  control  of 
speculative  conversion  of  housing  units  into  commercial 
space . " 

The  culmination  of  this  endorsement  process  was  a 
public  slate  session  Sept.  9th,  the  results  of  which  will  be 
explained  in  50,000  copies  of  a tabloid  newspaper  to  be 
published  by  the  Tenants  Political  Action  Committee — soon  to 
be  dropped  by  aircraft  on  the  unsuspecting  citizens  of  this 
cityl  (So  to  speak) 

THE  SIATE 

Rumors  are  epidemic  that  the  tenant  vote  is  about  to  be 
betrayed  into  the  rightist  claws  of  Quentin  Kopp  who  is  run- 
ning this  year  for  State  Senate.  Well,  not  if  the  Tenants 
Political  Action  Committee  has  anything  to  say  about  iti 

The  SFTPAC  urges  the  all  of  the  twenty  plus  candidates 
for  Supe  to  be  allowed  to  stew  alone  in  their  respective 
political  juices  save  for  four:  Nancy  Walker  eind  Pat  Norman 
who  must  be  voted  in,  and  Hongisto  and  Maher  who  must  be 
voted  out.  The  SFTPAC  also  urges  a big  vote  for  Lou  Papan 
against  the  man  called  "Q"  (Kopp). 

Prop.  M,  the  "SF  GAP"  growth  planning  initiative,  gets 
a big  Yesl  as  a "key  renter  issue".  Also  endorsed  are  "NOl" 
votes  on  Props  63  (English-only)  and  64  (LaRouche)  and  a 
number  of  other  state  and  local  propositions  and  candidates. 

If  you  would  like  to  engage  in  politics  between  consen- 
ting tenants,  contact  the  San  Francisco  Tenants  Political 
Action  Committee  at  PO  Box  40684,  San  Francisco  94140. 


HALLOWEEN 
FRL  OCT.31st 

COSTUME 

CONTEST 

AFTER  HOURS 
PARTY 

CASH  PRIZE 


WE  BREW  UP  FUN  . . . FOR  YOU! 


PHILIP  KACKETT  PRESENTS 
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- by  Nick  Hornsfelt 


Well,  October  is  here  and  with  it  the  final  thrusts  of 
candidates  trying  to  pump  some  life  into  a less  than 
quivering  electorate  (I  love  the  imagery).  Studies  have 
shown  that  many  voters  will  go  into  the  voting  booth  unsure 
of  who  or  what  they  will  vote  for.  Risky  business I 

Take  for  example,  voting  for  members  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  I know  you're  saying  "But  Nick,  I thought  all 
Supervisors  were  the  sameU".  tJD  I NOl  NO! 

True,  they  all  want  to  be  Mayor,  but  there  the  simil^- 
ity  ends.  Seme  of  them  thrive  on  publicity,  others  flirt 
shamelessly  with  big  money  and  big  business,  while  the  rest 
artfully  create  issues  where  there  are  none,  concealing  real 
and  present  problems  as  best  they  can.  But  no  one  of  them 
contains  all  the  elements  needed  to  be  a perfect  Supervisor. 

Therefore,  this  month  before  the  election  I have  chosen 
to  share  with  you  my  idea  of  the  perfect  Supervisor; 

First:  They  should  be  a Gay,  Black  Hispanic  over  65 
who  speaks  ttendarin  and  C2uitonese  as  well  as  Tagalog.  Ihis 
cover  your  major  interest  groups. 

Second:  They  should  suffer  from  a ptpbia  about  cars, 
cabs  and  limos,  forcing  them  to  take  public  transportation 
everywhere  while  wearing  a button  that  says,  "Hi,  I'm 
Supervisor  So  & So,  Hew  Am  I Doing?" 

Third;  It  wouldn't  hurt  if  they  were  on  probation  just 
in  case  they  -are  caught  drunk,  brandishing  a weapon  or 
consorting  with  known  criminals  (at  one  time  or  other. 
Supervisors  have  been  known  to  delve  into  such  activity)  we 
can  ship  them  back  to  the  "stir"  until  they  shape  up. 

Fourth:  They  should  have  a photographic  memory, 
enabling  them  to  remember  to  do  a favor  for  the  person  v^o 
slipped  them  a $20  "contribution"  as  well  as  favors  for 
corpora! ions . 

Finally,  I think  it  would  be  most  helpful  if  they  were 
all  transvestites,  but  the  reascxi  is  purely  selfish.  You 
see,  the  men  on  the  Board  have  supplied  me  with  some  good 
material,  but  nothing  like  the  wesnen.  In  looking  over  some 
of  the  past  Board  Games  I could  be  tagged  a sexist  pig. 
This  is  not  true. 

I only  comment  on  the  Board's  activities,  I don't  force 
them  to  go  out  and  DO  these  things.  I didn't  link  AIDS  with 
fluoride,  or  burn  my  oil  credit  card  on  the  steps  of  City 
Hall  or  suggest  posters  as  a weapon  against  graffitti. 

I feel  that  it  is  only  fair  for  the  Board  to  spare 
reporters  and  columnists  these  pangs  of  sexist  guilt.  I 
think  it  would  be  best  if  the  entire  Bo^d  began  to  cross 
dress.  This  way  we  could  sling  the  mud  in  a more  carefree 
manner  and  make  yet  another  interest  group  happy. 

There  you  have  it,  my  perfect  Supervisor.  I'll  be 
looking  over  the  candidates  to  see  vho  measures  up,  but 
perfection  is  hard  to  find. 

I realize  that  the  majority  of  eligible  citizens  "don't 
bother"  to  vote.  The  reason  usually  given  ir.  tliat  they  do 
not  believe  that  their  vote  counts  or  will  ciiange  things,  or 
worse  yet,  some  people  don’t  want  to  vote  for  a loser i 

Pish-Toshl  Out  of  five  Presidential  elections  I have 
participated  in,  only  one  of  the  men  I voted  for  became 
E^esident,  but  I have  NEVER  once  thought  that  I voted  for  a 
loser,  and  I have  not  limited  my  voting  to  Presidential 
elections.  Every  time  you  enter  that  booth  and  close  those 
curtains  for  a few  moments  you  hold  the  destiny  of  parties 
and  politicians  in  hour  hand.  It  may  not  seem  like  much 
power,  and  the  feeling  may  not  last  long,  but  for  those  few 
moments  you  should  feel  glorious. 
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LYNN  JOHNSON 


The  autumnal  equinox;  day  and  night  are  the  same 
length,  opposites  are  balanced,  the  season  changes.  It’s 
time  to  shift  gears.  Take  some  time  out,  relax,  get  quiet 
and  decide  how  you  want  your  autumn  to  be:  It’s  your  life 
and  you’re  the  driver. 

The  neighborhood  seems  to  have  survived  the  slows  c t 
summer.  As  the  indoor  season  begins,  thaters  and  bookstores 
and  cabarets  offer  so  many  events  it's  hard  to  choose. 

OLD  WIVES  TALES,  1009  Valencia  Street,  is  celebrating 
her  rOEh  Dirtnaay  Thursday  October  30th  with  a big  party 
starting  at  7:30  PM.  They’re  also  having  their  first 
storewide  sale  for  the  birthday  with  15%  off  everything! 
MODERN  TIMES  BOOKSTORE,  968  Valencia  St.,  sponsors  a Fiction 
Writers  open  Reading  on  Tuesday  October  14th  at  8:00  PM. 
Readers  can  si^  up  at  7:30  for  a 15  minute  slot. 

San  Francisco  Musical  Theater  presents  "Cabaret"  at  the 
VICTORIA  THEATER  through  October  12th.  Phase  One 
productions  will  open  the  American  premiere  production  of 
"Solzhenitsyn"  at  8:00PM  on  Friday,  October  24th,  at  the 
NOVA  THEATER,,  347  Dolores  EYE  GALLERY,  758  Valencia  Si.  "®t, 
teatures  photographic  "Portraits  ot  and  by  Developmentally 
Disabled"  October  9th  through  November  16th. 

NEW  PERFORMANCE  GALLERY,  3153  17th  St.,  was  the  site 
‘for  a recent,  extended  production  of  "Cactus".  It  was 
billed  as  a Western  dream  musical.  Unfortunately  it's  main 
resemblance  to  a dream  was  that  I came  near  to  sleeping 
through  it.  I didn’t  stay  for  the  second  act,  but  i am  glad 
our  many  neighborhood  theaters  afford  the  possibility  of 
staging  new  works  to  see  how  they  go. 

Rinaldo  reports  that  there  is  good  news  on  Valencia 
Street  between  16th  and  17th.  Seems  that  Miriam  is  back  at 
MIRIAM'S,  the  food  is  great,  and  on  at  least  one  Sunday 
the“re  were  wonderful  musicians  playing  during  brunch. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  season  of  returns — JET  HAND  CAR  WASH  is 
back  at  15th  and  Guerero,  and  neighbor  jame^  trom  CARPET 
CONTRACTORS  on  15th  says  they  do  a great  job  at  a good 
p^'ice. 


* * ' 


On  October  10th  ftyena  Caberet 


begins  an  eclectic  satirical  assortment  of  puppet  shows, 
songs,  skits,  films,  dances  and  monologues  at  VIDEO  FREE 
AMERICA,  442  Shotwell.  ' — 

Election  time  is  almost  here  again,  and  this  is  a big 
one.  I certainly  urge  a big  NO  on  64.  Cn  Sunday  October  5, 
from  8PM  - 2AM  a benefit  concert  starring  the  Latin  All 
Stars  will  be  held  at  Cesar's  Latin  Palace,  3140  Mission 
Street,  to  support  the  Commercial  Rent  Arbitration  Initia- 
tive for  next  Novexnber’s  elections  (they  were  thrown  off 
this  year's  ballot  on  a technicality).  I'd  certainly  like 
to  see  protection  for  independent  neighborhood  merchants. 

I’d  like  to  welcome  new  neighbors  Ben,  Loon,  Minka  and 
Matt.  These  fine  folks  just  bought  a big,  old,  friendly 
house  near  26th  and  Folsom,  and  if  their  housewarming  party 
is  any  indication  they  should  prove  to  be  great  neighbors. 

What  about  the  homeless  who  have  no  house  to  warm?  I 
was  talking  to  Elizabeth  Anello  recently  who’s  a social 
worker  now  working  with  Health  Services  for  the  Homeless.  I 
was  shocked  to  learn  that  there  are  no  homeless  centers,  not 
even  a shelter,  in  the  whole  of  the  Mission  District.  Some 
private  homes  in  our  neighborhood  offer  shelter  to  political 
refugees  through  the  churches  (and  they're  to  te  highly 
commended),  but  there  are  no  provisions  for  the  everyday 
homeless  in  our  neighborhood  save  doorways  and  gutters. 
People  interested  in  addressing  this  problem  or  learning 
more  about  it  are  welcome  to  attend  meetings  of  the  HOMELESS 
SHELTER  AND  SERVICE  PROVIDERS  ASSOCIATION.  T!iey  have  no 
bttice  and  no  pnone.  But  they  "meet  every"  Tliursday  morning 
at  10  AM  on  the  5th  floor  (room  #503)  of  the  Bayview  Federal 
Savings  at  22nd  and  Mission.  According  to  Elizabeth  the 
Mission  District  also  has  no  representative  on  the  Mayor's 
Task  Force  for  the  Homeless.  For  more  information  on  this 
you  can  call  the  Mayor's  office  at  558-3456.  We  also  need  a 
representative  on  the  Mayor's  Task  Force  for  the  Mission 
District.  Here  you  go  folks—  concrete  ways  to  get  active 
in  and  have  an  effect  on  your  neighborhood. 

Don't  forget,  the  SAN  FRANCISCO  AIDS  ALTERNATIVE 
HE^y^ING  PRCUECT  now  has  a hotline  Tuhctioning  for  intor- 
mar.ion  and  feTerrals  for  people  interested  in  alternative 
ealing  methods  for  ARC/ AIDS.  The  number  is  558-9292. 

As  elections  near,  let’s  all  get  more  active  in  making 
ur  neighborhood  just  the  kind  of  place  where  wo  want  to 


On  Sunday,  October  12th  at  3PM  the  ASWAN  EANCERS  under  the 
direction  of  Amina  will  once  again  transport  you  to  the 
magical  land  of  Cairo  Cabaret.  "Christopher  Columbus 
discuvers  Cairo  Cabaret  at  Baghdad  by  the  Bay"  promises  to 
be  the  best  yet  in  the  Cairo  Cabaret  series  produced  by  the 
Aswan  Dancers.  So  come  join  us  and  Christopher  Columbus  on 
Sunday,  October  12th  at  3PM  at  362  Capp  Street  in  San 
Francisco.  Tickets  are  $6  in  advance  and  $8  at  the  door. 
For  information  call  (415)  282-7910. 

THREAT  YOCK  SWlL  CHIIXIREM  TO  A SAFE  HAU£WQN  THIS  YEARi 

Yoey  Children's  Center,  located  at  325  Sanchez  at  17th 
Street,  is  holding  a benefit  HALLOWEEN  FESTIVTUj  for  young 
children  on  Friday,  October  31st,  from  5:30  to  8:30.  There 
will  be  a Haunted  House,  clowns  and  puppets,  booths  with 
prizes,  games  and  wholesome  Halloween  Treats.  Dinner  is 
also  available.  Adults  come  free.  Three  dollars  for  one 
child,  four  dollars  for  two,  or  five  dollars  for  three 
child’-en.  BRING  THE  FAMILY! 

Nortii  Mission  News  media  critic  Tt«n  Ferentz  will  show  his 
slide  show  on  "Police  Surveillance"  in  the  Mission  District 
as  part  of  the  Magic  Lantern  exhibit  at  Camerawork  Gallery. 
.This  will  occur  on  Thursday,  October  16  at  8:00  PM. 
Camerawork  is  located  at  70  12th  Street  between  Market  and 
Mission  on  the  third  floor  loft. 


COOKOO’S  NEST 

WEST 

est.  1978 

20th  and  Valencia 

(The  Ultimate  Night  Spot) 


FREE  PIZZA  EVERY  DAY 

from  6 pm  to  9 pm  when  you  buy  a pitcher  of  beer 
(not  to  be  combined  with  other  special) 

Game  Room  for  youriOnjoyment:  2 Pool  Tables 


Happy  Hour  3 pm  to  6 pm 

Domestic  beers  and  well  drinks:  950 

(We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  service  to  anyone) 

Fri  and  Sat  10  pm  to  1 am:  Belly  Dancing 


When  it’s  your  BIRTHDAY,  your  DRINKS  are 
ONLY  950  until  Midnight. 

California  Drivers  License  required.  Well  drinks  and  domestic  beers  only. 

Buy  one  drink  get  one  for 

half  price ! WITH  THIS  AD 


BALLOT  FIZZLES 

BALLX7T  FIZZLE  - Part  II,  The  Final  Conflict 

Brian  Doohan 

In  last  month's  issue,  we  observed  the  shrinkage  of 
such  potentially  useful  initiatives  as  vacancy  control,  the 
berthing  of  the  Missouri,  food  irradiation  and  a referendum 
on  the  Downtown  Stadium. . . reducing  vital  San  Francisco 
measures  to  an  accountable  planning  initiative  (Prep.  M)  and 
a commercial  rent  measure  (Prop.  0).  And  no  sooner  were  the 
qualifying  signatures  turned  in  then  the  chariots  of  sleaze 
descended  out  of  City  Hall. 

Registrar  of  Voters  Jay  Patterson  observed  that  the 
initiatives  had  emitted  a reproduction  of  a notice  of  intent 
to  circulate  vihich  is  published  in  the  Progress  and  read  by 
absolutely  nobody.  Inasmuch  as  the  State  had  changed  the 
laws  for  county  petitions  to  delete  the  notice,  SF  CAP 
(Prop.  M)  maintained  that  San  Francisco,  as  a county  as  well 
as  a city,  did  not  require  the  notice.  Prop.  O supporters, 
perceiving  that  SF  CAP  had  been  written  by  lawyers  who 
presumably  knew  vdiat  they  were  doing,  followed  suit. 

Patterson,  copiously  washing  his  hands,  turned  the 
matter  over  to  the  City  Attorney's  office.  "I  asked  Tom 
Owen's  opinion  whether  to  take  it  off  and  have  the 
petitioners  sue  or  leave  it  on  and  have  the  City  sue  and  he 
said  'Take  it  off  I'"  Patterscxi  e5q>lained.  "I  thought  that 
the  court  would  rule  that  it  wasn't  a substantive  omission." 

Out  of  deference  to  deceased  City  Attorney  George 
Agnost,  it  may  merely  be  stated  that  he  (like  the  Mayor)  was 
less  than  an  admirer  of  some  Prop  M supporters  such  as  San 
Franciscans  for  Reasonable  Growth,  the  Bay  Guardian  and 
Supervisors  Britt,  Walker  and  Hongisto.  Certain  discussions 
occured  between  Agnost,  Owen  (the  prosecuting  attorney)  and 
perhaps  other  parties,  of  which  Owen  declined  to  elaborate 
upon  as  being  "in-house  matters". 

Be  things  as  they  may,  the  two  initiatives  were  brought 
up  before  Judge  Lilian  McCabe  and  SF  GAP,  despite  the  vow  of 
one  adherent...  who  had  stated  in  the  Bay  Guardian  article 
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of  \/29/m  "we  have  to  convince  these  people  (presumably  the 
^ti-Missouri  and  Prop.  0 supporters)  that  politics  is  more 
t}^  putting  ^ething  on  the  ballot  every  few  months"... 
that  the  initiative  would  never  put  an  the  ballot  by  the 
tock-door  route  of  supervisoral  sponsors,  covered -its  ass  by 
having  Supervisors  Britt,  Walker,  Hongisto  and  Kennedy  out 
Prop.  M back  cmt.  ^ ^ 

The  commercial  arbitration  proponants  neither  sought 
nor  received  such  legislative  consideration  in  advance  of 
the  decisicxi. 

At  the  hearing  Sue  Hestor,  SF  CAP  attorney,  produced 
three  black  wrapped  volumes  of  law  asking  "Why  are  these  in 
black?  Because...  the  city  does  not  accept  their  existence. 

That's  living  theatre...  " the  judge  interrupted. 

"Illustration,"  Hestor  stated. 

"Show  and  tell. . . " McCabe  suaaested . 

"General  law,"  Hestor  declared.  She  explained  that  if 
the  City  Attorney's  position  was  upheld  triplicate  petitions 
would  have  to  be  circulated  to  conform  to  1)  the  San 
Francico  charter,  2)  County  law,  and  3)  City  law.  "The  City 
can  pick  and  choose,"  she  concluded.  "The  City  Attorney  has 
chosen  to  say  we  want  all  provisions...  we  want  total 
confusion.  The  City  should  clean  up  its  act," 

Owen  cited  a 1935  decision,  Mulheisen  v.  Forward  and, 
maintained  that  a different  statute  tnan^Fhat  cited  by 
Hestor  governed  the  law.  McCabe,  agreeing  with  the  City's 
position,  threw  both  measures  off  the  ballot. 

Pre^  O suf^rters  belatedly  went  to  the  Supervisors  for 
emergency  legislation  and  received  a short,  sweet  lesson  in 
what  derives  to  the  rabble  as  opposed  to  the  Instituticxial 
Left.  Only  Nancy  Walker  even  considered  trying  to  put 
commercial  rent  arbitration  on  the  ballot  and,  then,  with 
the  condition  that  other  Supervisors  who  have  been  mouthing 
off  for  years  about  their  support  for  small  business  join 
her.  No  takers.  At  the  North  Mission  Association  carxlidates 
night,  Richard  Hongisto  attributed  his  refusal  to  pleas  from 
unnamed  small  business  advocates  (perhaps  the  banking,  real 
estate  and  insurance-dominated  Council  of  District  Merchants 
or  the  Feinstein-appointed  Task  Force?)  to  throttle  Prop.  O. 
Oie  of  Harry  Britt’s  staff,  refusing  even  a request  for  a 
meeting  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  a compromise 
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legislative  measure,  stated  that  he  was  pleased  that  the 
cc^ercial  rent  initiative  had  been  pitched  off  the  ballot 
and  that  "there  should  be  more  and  tougher  regulations  on 
initiatives".  Sic  transit  democracy  in  Harry's  USSA I 

So  a law  such  as  is  usually  heard  of  only  in  the  funny- 
law  column  of  the  Reader's  Digest  leaped  out  of  the  funny 
pages  and  up  the  assholes  of  small  businessprople  and  their 
customers  who  now  know  who  to  blame  in  having  to  pay  more 
for  shoes,  potatochips  and  sundries  to  support  commercial 
landlords.  All,  it  may  be  noted,  with  a minimum  peeping 
from  San  Francisco's  establishment  and  anti-establishment 
press...  as  opposed  to  what  furor  would  have  raged  if  no 
back-door  provision  existed  for  Prop  M. 

"We  had  an  incident  four  years  ago  where  a supervisor 
left  off  her  notice  of  intent  and  Jay  Patterson  said  it  was 
in  substantial  compliance  with  the  law,"  stated  Prop.  O 
attorney  Arlo  Hale  Smith.  "In  contrast,  when  a grassroots 
effort  did  the  same  thing,  this  technical  omission 
completely  vitiated  the  signatures  of  14,000  people." 

"Somebody  didn't  want  to  see  that  thing  on  the  ballot 
and  they  put  enough  pressure  on  the  right  people  so  that  it 
wouldn't  get  on  the  ballot,"  said  Homer  Hobi,  organizer  of 
the  initiative  campaign.  "People  shouldn't  think  too 
strongly  that  we  have  a real  democracy  here  when^^things  like 
this  happen...  it’s  more  like  a banana  republic."  _ , . 

With  Prop  O gone,  the  accountable  planning  initiative 
is  now  the  only  bottle  of  beer  on  the  wall  and  its  presence 
on  the  November  ballot  is  still  far  from  being  a lead-pipe 
cinch.  Any  of  the  four  Supervisors  who  put  the  measure  on 
the  ballot  may  remove  it  before  October  26th,  and  W^lie 
Kennedy,  in  particular,  may  expect  some  interesting  visitors 
over  the  next  six  weeks...  developers  with  pockets  stuffed 
with  cash,  unions,  Feinstein  creatures...  even  Willie  Browni 

As  with  last  year's  Prop.  F (which,  we  were  told,  would 
prevent  demolition  of  burned  buildings),  No  on  M advocates 
are  again  resorting  to  the  Big  Lie;  to  wit,  charges  that 
judges  will  interpret  the  advispry  Master  Plan  section  of 
the  initiative  to  refuse  to  permit  San  Franciscans  to  paint 
their  garages  and  unclog  their  toilets  on  the  grounas  of 
"preserving  neighborhood  character" . 

With  the  likes  of  McCabe  on  the  bench,  Ferdinand  Marcos 
underneath  the  desk  in  Boom  200,  City  Hall  and  the  ethereal 
laughter  of  the  late  City  Attorney  wafting  over  Twin  Peaks 
from  Colma,  such  ludicrous  contentions  may  find  favor.  The 
Yes  on  M campaign,  anticipating  the  thrust  of  its  opposition 
(led  by  the  City's  odd  oouple,  Kopp  and  Feinstein)  have  come 
out  with  posters  stating:  "DON’T  BUY  THE  DEVELOPERS^  BULL!" 
(Anyone  wanting  to  put  one  in  their  window  or  otherwise  help 
pass  Prop  M should^  to  30  Guerrero,  near  Market.) 
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But  what  of  the  future.  Worse,  it  would  seem...  far 
worse  than  even  November's  turkey  election.  The  Vacancy 
Control  coalition  has  devolved  teck  into  factions.  At 
least  four  mutually  exclusive  entities  are  drafting  district 
election  plans  for  1987.  Louise  Renne's  appointment  as  City 
Attorney  means  that  Feinstein  support  and  money  will  sloucn 
unhindered  to  pro-landlord,  pro^eveloper  John  Molinaii. 
Only  a great  wind  or  a tidal  wave  remains  to  sweep  the 
politics  of  exclusion  and  revenge  away  down  the  sewer  ana 
thence  to  the  Bay  and  the  ocean,  bringing  relief  to  the 
great  silent  majority  of  San  Franciscans  who  only  want  to 
get  by  without  paying  too  much  rent  and  have  something  nicer 
to  look  at  than  empty  concrete  c^:>elisks,  glowing  bananas  and 
terminally  cute  boutiques. 

Failing  that,  only  a mayoral  candidate  principled 
enough  to  throw  the  looters  out  of  City  Hall  and  savvy 
enough  to  do  some  serious  internecine  head-knocking  and 
quickly...  by,  say,  November  5th...  may  be  able  to  save  San 
Francisco's  renters,  families,  minorities  and  middle-class 
from  the  squabbling  and  the  sleaze...  after  which  the  task 
of  being  elected  and  serving  out  a term  will  seem  a piece  of 
cake. 
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To  assist  in  the  program  re-location,  the  Neighborhood 
Arts  Program  negotiated  a free  space  with  the  RecreatiOT  ar»d 
parks  Department.  Ihe  Mission  Parks  and  Recreation  Center 
has  been  available  throughout  the  renovation.  Additional 
assistance  was  given  by  the*  city’s  Hotel  Tax  Fund  for  the 
rental  of  a facility  for  the  gra^ic  department. 

'^e  renovation  in  Ihase  II  will  provide  a theater  on 
the  first  floor.  It  will  greatly  improve  access  arKi  more 
space  for  workshops,  galleries  and  the  graphics  department 
on  the  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  floors. 

The  Arts  Commission  has  been  negotiating  a Memorandum 
of  Understanding  (MOU)  with  the  Friends  of  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  (now  in  its  4th  draft).  The  Arts  Commission 
has  requested  the  ratification  of  the  MOU.  The  work  that 
has  been  done  on  the  MOU  will  eventually,  as  planned,  lead 
to  a contract  that  will  receive  the  participation  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

The  Arts  Commission  and  the  Neighborhood  Arts  Program 
wishes  to  recognize  the  numerous  organizaitons  and  individ- 
uals who  have  participated  in  the  survival  of  the  cultural 
centers.  All  cultural  centers  need  broader  representation 
on  their  ccxnmunity— based  boards  of  directors  for  assurance 
of  public  access  and  participation  in  events,  workshops  and 
exhibits  that  are  offered  by  the  cultural  center,  and  taht 
the  centers  are  open  to  the  diverse  communities  that  mke 
San  Francisco's  neighborhoods.  From  the  time  of  the 
buildings'  purchase  to  their  renovation,  the  neighborhoods 
have  been  and  still  are  the  beneficiaries  of  these 
facilities  and  their  programs.  The  responsibility  of 
community  representation  for  the  cultural  centers  has 
evolved  into  an  actual  partnership  agreement  with  the  city. 
This  is  a milestone  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  city 
and  in  comnunity  arts  as  a whole. 

Ann  Thielan,  Director,  Neighborhood  Arts  Program 


CULTURAL  CONTROVERSY 

Luke  Hones'  article  "Who’s  Bashing  tine  Cultural  Center" 
which  appeared  in  our  August  issue,  raised  serious  questions 
about  the  Mission  Cultural  Center's  lengthy  and  extensive 
rehabilitation  process  with  still  no  date  set  for  the 
Center's  reopening.  Ann  Thielan,  director  of  the  Neighbor- 
hood Arts  Program  and  Oscar  Maciel,  Director  of  the  MCC  have 
sent  the  NMN  the  following  responses  to  Mr.  Hones'  article. 


The  community  individuals  who  advocated  for  the 
purchase  of  the  cultural  centers  received  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  Arts  Qxnmisiscxi's  approval  after  public 
meetings  were  held  and  community  representation  made 
commitments  to  maintain,  staff,  renovate  and  program  the 
cultural  facility. 

In  the  Mission  district,  anoig  other  buildings  that 
were  evaluated  for  purchase  by  the  Real  Estate  Department, 
the  furniture  store  at  2868  Mission  Street  was  reported  to 
be  expensive  to  renovate  and  operate,  but  also,  the  site  was 
agreed  by  everyone  to  be  the  most  creative.  The  Arts  Commis- 
sion was  pressured  by  the  Mission  district  representatives 
to  purchase  the  property  in  1976.  To  transform  the  space 
and  make  it  the  most  craetive  space  it  would  be,  the  Arts 
Commission  worked  with  an  architectural  consultant  and  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center  staff  to  formalize  a Master  Plan. 
The  Plan  was  ccanpleted  in  1982. 

At  the  time,  it  was  estimated  that  to  bring  the  site 
to  safety  code  standards  would  cost  $1,800,000.  The  Arts 
Commission  was  allocated  $800,000  for  Phase  II  work.  Ihase 
I,  vhich  was  already  ccmipleted,  initiated  this  code  work  and 
cost  $75,000.  The  renovation,  as  planned,  would  include 
code  work  on  all  floors.  In  the  last  two  years,  the  Bureau 
of  Architecture,  who  is  administering  the  renovation 
project,  have  had  to  adapt  their  planning  process  when  the 
^tester  Plan  was  altered  to  promerit  the  Prcpgram  Director's 
requests.  As  a consequence,  the  changes  in  the  plein  did 
delay  the  permit  process,  and  during  construction  planning, 
it  became  apparent  that  the  cost  of  oonstruciton  as  re- 
designed would  make  the  cost  prohibitive. 

To  compensate  for  these  additional  costs  and  avoid 
liability,  the  renovation  work  that  was  to  be  done  in  phases 
with  programming  in  the  facility  needed  to  be  changed.  The 
extensiveness  of  the  construction  for  the  new  plan  required 
that  all  programming  and  staff  vacate  the  building.  Another 
delay  was  due  to  the  construct  icx»  costs  when  the  bid  could 
not  be  finalized  without  an  additional  $123,000  allocation. 
In  total,  the  Riase  II  renovation  of  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center  cost  $923,000. 
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Ten  years  ago  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  under  pressure 
from  the  Black,  Asian  and  Hispanic  communities,  promised  to 
open  arid  operate  four  cultural  centers. 

Ten  years  later  none  of  the  four  cultural  centers  are 
completed.  They  remain  at  various  stages  of  completicai. 
The  centers  historically  have  been  viev\^  by  the  city  as 
"maintenance"  programs.  As  a direct  result  of  this,  two  of 
the  four  centers  are  experiencing  severe  administrative 
problems  (one  of  these  has  had  their  501(C)(3)  status 
suspended).  The  dependency  on  funding  sources  (including 
Hotel  Tax  Fund  support)  is  acute. 

The  impending  demographic  boom  has  created  a series  of 
problems  which  impact  the  cultural  arts,  needs/demands  of  San 
Francisco's  multicultural  community.  The  fact  that  the  S.F. 
Arts  commission  does  not  have  a long  term  plan  to  mee»-  these 
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multicultural  community  needs  creates  an  even  greater  set  of 
problems  which,  to  date,  remain  unsolved. 

The  frustrations  expressed  by  the  latino  community, 
particularly  in  reference  to  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
re-opening  its  doors  are  little  different  from  those 
experienced  by  the  other  three  cultural  centers. 

While  the  problem  cannot  be  isolated  and  focused  to  the 
Neighborhood  Art  Program  (NAP),  the  NAP  should  play  a 
crucial  role  in  the  facilitation  of  solutions  to  these 
problems.  The  current  structure/staff  of  NAP  is/has  been 
unable  to  provide  direct  assistance  to  the  centers  (and 
their  respective  development/need  stages).  This  is  evident 
in  the  aggressive,  oftentimes  antagonistic  and  counter- 
productive stance  the  current  NAP  staff  have  taken  toward 
the  aforementioned  problems. 

The  shcHTt  term  needs  of  the  centers  are  the  only 
problems  NAP  has  focused  on.  Again,  this  is  due  directly  to 
the  "maintenance"  perspective  the  current  sta^  operates 
under.  This  is  sad  and  invariably,  reflective  of  t)ie 
attitude  v^hich  has  historically  clouded  the  meeting  of  needs 
expressed  by  not  just  the  multicultural  ccxnmunity  but  all 
other  social  service  areas. 

Unless  NAP  changes  its  posture  to  an  open  perspective, 
the  current  problems  will  not  only  augment  but  will  ccaitinue 
to  be  irreversibly  shadowed  by  statistics  and  administrative 
jargon  creating/reinforcing  the  current  line  of  demarcation, 
v^ich  remains  to  date  as  the  single  most  obvious  factor  in 
impeding  the  completion  of  the  centers  and  further  the 
necessary  planning  to  begin  to  meet  the  needs  of  San 
Francisco's  Majority  Populaticri. 

Oscar  Maciel,  Director,  Mission  Cultural  Center 


ARMORY  SOLD 


Brian  Doohan 


Three  blocks  away,  the  Armory  at  I4th  and  Mission  has 
been  sold  to  film  producer  Greg  Snazelle  (see  Examiner  9/30) 
for  $2.7  millic^.  One  of  the  conditions  of  the  sale  is  that 
Mission  community  organizations  be  included  in  the  process 
of  development,  and  the  coordinator  is  likely  to  be  Alfredo 
Rodriguez  of  the  Mission  Legal  Defense  FOundaticxi. 

The  North  Mission  Association  has  invited  Itodriguez, 
Snazelle  and  John  Hussey  of  the  Planning  Department  to  the 
October  28  public  meeting.  Snazelle  has  promised  a press 
conference  on  Octoter  14...  watch  the  papers  for  details. 

Film  production  received  a lukewarm  reception  in  the 
paper's  September  Armory  poll.  39  people  favored  such  uses 
while  21  specifically  opposed  a studio  for  a net  +18  score, 
good  for  sixth-  place  amoig  thirteen  Armory  alternatives. 

The  Mission's  need  for  a cultural  and  athletic  center 
(+82)  and  educational  uses  (+55)  were  evident  while  its 
distrust  of  potentially  gentrifying  tourist  trap  (-52),  high 
rent  shopping  center  (-65)  and  highrise  office  uses  (-65) 
make  is  certain  that  the  community  will  be  watching  Snazelle 
and  company  very  very  carefully  through  the  permit  process. 
If  you  want  a say  in  the  future  of  the  Armory,  the  Octctoer 
28th  meeting  (El  Buen  Pastor  439  Guerrero,  7:30  PM)  is  your 
opportunity. 


A NON-PROFIT  COMMUNITY/ARTS  CENTER 
PARTY  AT  SF'S  MOST  UNIQUE  DANCE  HALL 


Thursday,  October  2. 8 PM 

Closing  Ceremonies  of  S.F.  International  Video  Festival 


Friday,  October  5. 8 PM  Metal  Madness  $6 

Death  Angel  • Sacriledge « Blind  Illusion  * Desecration 

Saturday,  October  4, 8 PM  KUSF  Presents  S7 

CAMPER  VAN  BEETHOVEN 

The  Catheads  ■ spot  1019 « The  McGuires 

Sunday,  October  5, 4 PM  AID  AGAINST  AIDS  $7 

Monkey  Rhythm  • Phranc  • Mrs.  Green 
Sybil  • Whipping  Boy  • King  Pins 


Friday,  oaober  10, 8 PM 

Love  Doll  Superstar  (The  Movie) 

The  Love  Dolls  • DC3  • Boneless  Ones  • plus  video  shorts 


S6 


Saturday,  oaober  ii,7PM 

Aggression  • 7 Seconds  • White  Flag  • No  FX 


S6.S0 


Sunday.  October  12, 5 PM  Benefit  for  Wiring  Dept. 

Flaming  Lips  • Rhythm  & Noise  • Glorious  Din 


$5 


'riday.  October  17, 8 pm  S4/S6  after  io  pm 

Presented  by  Reggae  Calendar  and  Nite  Owl  Disco 
Round  1 of  Reggae  OJ  Contest 

Miller  the  Killer  • Clique  Dynamic  ■ plus  more 

Saturday,  October  18, 8 PM  56 

OKTOBERFEST  With  Polkacide 
White  Trash  Debutantes  • Snake-Out 


Saturday,  October  25, 7 PM 

DRl  • BGK  • Raw  Power  • Dayglow  Abortions 


$8 


Sunday,  Oaober  26,  s PM  Country  Harvest  Festival 

Jessica  James  • Lynn  Edgar  Beadles 

Friday,  October  5i,  9 pm  TtJVt'BAsr”^ 

Light  by  Bfornernoofl  Of  Light 

HALLOWEEN  PARTY  With  BUTTHOLE  SURFERS 
Tragic  Mulatto  • No  Means  No  • plus  costume  contest! 


1499  Potrero  Ave..  S.F.  826-4290 


1976-1986 

COMMUNITY  BOARDS 


A Decade  of  Peacemaking 
in  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 

CEUBRATE  a EBCAEE  of  peacemaking  in  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Since  1976,  (Community  Boards  trained  neighbors  have 
helped  San  Franciscans  resolve  thousands  of  disputes,  from 
larxi lord- tenant  difficulties  and  rcommate  feuds  to  family 
problems  and  property  conflicts.  A calendar  of  special 
events  is  planned  to  celebrate  the  beginning  of  our  second 
decade  of  successful  peacemaking. 

Wednesday,  October  8 4-7PM,  Open  House  at  our  Hayes 
Street  officre,  890  Hayes  at  Fillmore.  7:15PM,  "(2ycle  ot 
Violence",  a presentation  by  the  Men's  E^ogram  of  the  Marin 
Abused  Vtomen's  Service,  including  a 30  minute  film,  "Family 

Affair" . ^ 

Friday,  October  10,  5:30-8: 30PM,  Open  House  at  our  27th 
Street  Office,  120  27th  Street  near  Guerrero. 

Saturday,  October  11,  1986.  —-ty  Hoards 
Luau  in  the  100  block  of  Leland  Avenue  . Bayshore,  near 
the  Cow  Palace.  Free  entertainment,  musiv,  and  games.  Food 
available  from  the  Hawaiian  Barbecue  Restaurant.  Ceremony 
starts  at  1:00  E^. 

Tuesday,  October  14,  5:30-8:30  jPM.  Improve  your  commu- 
nication and  conflict  resolution  skills  at  a free  Ccxnmunity 
Board  '.orkshop-  Space  is  limited,  call  552-1250  to  reserve 
a space. 


1976-1986 

COMMUNITY  BOARDS 


WHEELCHAIR  ACCESSIBLE 


IS 


GRRAT  BAIT  FOR  NEXT  FESTIVAL  LATIN(. 

The  so-i;jile<l  "l.HiitJu"  Fi'sllvtil.  lin*  tluMti'e  Iesiiv,il 
that  look  place  in  the  Victoria  Theatre  Aug  28-Se|)t  . 13  {"a 
re  I ebra  I ion  oi  the  rii.hness  and  diversity  uJ  Laiino 
culture")  was  imrepreseiil  at  i ona  i of  its  people,  (mostly 
highbrow.  high  cost,  and  high  class).  The  plays  chosen  lor 
the  festival  did  not  speak  to  working  peopie,  and  reflected, 
loo  much.  the  old  Knropean  style  to  allrai:!  the  paying, 
urbanite  Latin  American  elite.  We  come  away  having  learned 
nothing  of  the  countries'  peoples'  real  orama  (Co  lomr)ia . 
Brazil.  Argentina)  and  having  siiared  little  of  Ihelr 
everyday  legends.  from  a theatre  of  superlluous  metaphors. 
We  were  attracted  by  tne  promises  and  excitemetil  of  tl»e 
premier  season:  (Tripp  Mikiidi.  publicist)  All  this  was  a bo.x 
office  success  for  Mauricio  Aviles  Productions  with  500  or 
600  people  paying  twelve  to  seventeen  aollars  each.  11  wa.s 
an  overemphasis  of  presentation  over  content;  a beautiful 
stage  with  nothing  on  it. 


I 
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Of  all  the  great  theatrical  expressions  being  maae  in 
Colombia,  why  did  they  pick  a pessimistic  alienateil  play 
like  "Tiempos  del  Ruido"  del  Teatro  La  Mama?  It  was 
frighteningly  urban  contemporary,  detailed.  shallow  in  its 
lack  of  soul  with  dialogue  too  thick . futurist i c feelingless 
acting  style.  clever  instead  of  profound.  This  delights 
only  the  secure  classes  while  27  million  Colombians  live  on 
the  brink  of  crisis.  The  play  mimics  the  problems  without 
diving  into  the  obvious  causes.  Were  they  afraid  to  be 
trueJy  emotional  and  direct,  identifying  the  Big  Time 
criminals? 

Grupc)  Delta  de  Teatro  (Brazil)  used  nudity  in  their 
titles  to  attract  audiences  to  pay  to  see  nostalgic  40s  and 
50s  inner  turmoil  telenovela  of  a man  and  his  bougie 
catholic  morals  with  liis  woman  as  whore  wife  and  one 
leisure-class  family's  closeted  hatred.  This  play,  like  the 
others,  was  in  the  European  style,  all  white,  and  ignored 
ail  the  Brazilians  who  work  the  Jaml  and  make  the  cities 
run.,  the  last  forty  years,  the  crying  rain  forest  and  the 
national  debt.  One  festival  organizer  said  that  we  can't 
always  have  folkioric  dance  and  waving  the  red  flag,  but  a 
theatre  without  any  of  this,  without  one  note  of  Brazilian 
music,  is  not  truly  Latin  American  theatre. 


The  final  presentation  the  Festival  really  lived  up 
Co  its  name;  Culture  Clash... born  to  be  defiant.  Like  the 
mixture  of  raza  with  California  1986  this  evening  was  una 
mexcla  of  splcey  bits  shared  like  tortilla  chips  witii  a 
familiar  audience.  The  nrlisis  are  known  to  Galeria  de  la 
Raza  visitors  and  added  a home-grown  element  to  the  Kestval 
to  be  proud  of. There  is  something  unique  and  wonderful  about 
the  theatre  and  art  of  1 he  Chicanos.  It  is  by  nature  honest 
to  the  raza  ana  to  the  coilisiun  with  white  man's  wavs.  It 
is  a struggle  against  the  English  Only  Initiative,  againsr 
the  preiiidable  sfalus  quo . drugs . and  apathy.  These  four 
comics  used  everytliing  they  had;  popular  American  culture, 
teatro.  -stanu  up  romi'dy,  and  the  ciiento  mexinano  to  make  us 
see.  to  make  us  l<\ugh.  We  would  like  to  think  that  this 
group,  perhaps  wJtli  the  addilion  ol  the  women  members  oi  the 
group,  would  represent  US-american  theatre  in  Latin  Amei'ica. 


The  first  KestivaJ  Latino  was  tastey  bait  for  next 
year.  It  brought  people  out.  in  numbers,  to  honor  Latin 
Americas  cultural  wealth.  .Next  yi^ar.  when  these  patrons 
return  to  the  festival  perhaps  they  will  see  the  theatre  of 
the  oUu‘r  world.  the  theatre  of  struggle  against  the  plague 
of  imperiailsm.  tiiat  caused  the  US  Latinos  to  be  watching 


community, 
productions 
Argentinian 
Mexican  and 


Perhaps  the  major  problem  of  the  festval  is  not  the 
work  so  much  as  why  and  how  it  was  chosen  to  represent  Latin 
America  to  audiences  in  San  Francisco  with  its  own  Latin 
What  were  the  criteria  used  by  Avil-Es' 
in  choosing  Ana  Maria  Stekelman  and  Co. 
Tango  Ballet  over  other  fine  Puerto  Rican, 
other  groups  that  formed  part  of  the  huge  New 
York  based  Festval?  We  hear  the  Tango  Argentina  show  at  the 
Orpheum  is  more  slick,  more  musical,  adding  to  the  form  of 
tango  and  to  our  cultural  understanding  of  the  tangos' 
evolution  from  a European  to  a South  American  popular  urban 
dance  form.  This  production  though  took  itself  a little  too 
s<?riously.  The  audience  responded  appropriately  as  if  it 
were  their  patriotic  duty. 


here,  not  Lhej>*. 


MISSION  CORAZON 

for  Gustavo  Rivera 

by  Michael  S.  Bell 

True  passionate  heart  of  our  city 
we  cannot  remember  all  the  ways  or 
how  much  you  give  us  in  time 

True  center  of  our  valiant  people 
we  enter  you  with  wide  eyes 
to  see  your  pounding  pulse 

True  engine  of  our  driving  forces 
we  come  to  you  for  pride  and  honor 
in  our  arts,  commerce  and  history 

True  birthplace  of  our  civilization 
we  praise  your  mix  of  voices 
as  the  parents  of  our  truth 

True  focus  of  our  joyous  memory 
we  return  to  you  tiring  of  deceit 
to  see  the  excellent  city  of  our  love 


m 
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The  Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation  (MHDC) 
announced  a tentative  proposal  for  the  construction  of 
twenty  units  of  family  housing  on  the  site  of  the  Gartland 
Pit  at  16th  and  Valencia  to  be  called  the  Maria  Alicia  apts. 

Urider  a new.  Federal  HOCAG  program  (specifically  for 
family  housing),  $1.4  million  is  to  be  contributed  by  ’Wash- 
ington, $600,000  by  a community  block  grant  and  $25,000  by 
IMX:,  with  the  balance  of  $1.2  million  filled  by  a loan  from 
the  Wells  Fargo  Bank.  Under  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  40% 
of  the  units  (8)  will  be  reserved  for  "very  low  income" 
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SKATI-HOAkDKRS  UNION 


SkJiteboarders  of  th»^  city,  unite.  So  was  the  call  as 
the  word  came  down  lliat  there  was  a plot  lo  try  and  outlaw 
skateboarding  in  the  city.  Willie  Kennedy  was  trying  to  get 
tlu*  traffic  commiLloe  to  form  an  advisory  coinmittee  to  work 
on  the  skateboard  issue  with  the  intention  to  outlaw  tliei-i- 
use  here.  This  is  part  of  a terrifyingly  increasing 
negative  attitude  toward  Ltie  youtli  and  especially  punk 
people.  City  government  wants  to  crackdown  on  this 
alternate  form  of  transportation  that  should  be  encouraged 
as  a more  ecological  and  healthier  m(Kle  than  gas-rinrning 
automobi les . 


In  response  to  this  wicketi  Ihreat  the  "Shred  of 
Dignity"  got  rolling.  Shawn  Ford  and  Duke  CresLfiela  see 
this  broadening  into  a "Skaier’s  Ihiion".  "Nothing  like  a 
crisis  to  get  people  organized"  says  Crestfield.  The  fact 
is  the  grtjup  was  successful  in  rieft'iiding  their  posit  um  in  a 
hearing  on  Sept.  25th. 
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(Uirrenlly  tiujre  are  400  signed-up  membei’S  of  the  new 
skateboarders  union.  Skat eboardei'S  are  regularly  hassled  by 
the  police;  some  saying  stay  ol f the  sidewaJks  -and  then 
ticketing  them  fo?*  riding  in  the  streets.  The  union  could 
provide  legal  support  ami  Irainiiig  as  well  as  being  a role 
model  for  wlial  they  see  as  good  practices.  Safety  for 
rider  is  rcmUv  iinporlanl  to  the  shre<l  of  dignity, 
will  be  planning  pai'l  ici  palory  event.  like  aownhills 
exhibit  itins  .i ) 1 including  safety  lonsi*  iousncss 
[)reparedt^ess . Ais»>  an  organized  group  of  skateboarders 
could  he  a political  force.  mayin.'  with  tfie  bike  messengers 
for  pusliing  for  mi»je  <3iui  better  bike  iam?s  iti  the  city  and 
for  I’amps  and  loiirsiis  in  the  ll♦'igbl)ol•hood  /).ii'ks.  when 
projects  like  tiiesc  are  being  defeated  and  not  seen  as 
im|)orlant-  The  l>ike  l<ines  lltat  do  c-.sisl  iim  (ailed  "sincide 
lanes"  because  moUjtist  s an:  always  double  par-ked  iii  t bem 
ai30  they  .ire  not  r('spe>  t »-'i . l(  you  an:  .-i  sk.j  I (duiarde  r or  a 
siipportei’  of  freewhee  1 i Mg  t ranspoi  t a I ioi:  join  5>an 

Franc  i SCO  ■ s union  of  the  wihi  style  tnirb  inmpej's.  Call  bOC 
7G5G.  Ihere  die  no  dmis  ami  liiey  will  be  putting  out  tiie 
first  skat  elio.'tnler ' s laii/ine.  Wat«h  for  it,.  Dtm'l  be  a big 
wheel  he  part  of  the  union  of  tli*-  siii.ali  wheels 
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ImissioFca^^^^^^ 

S 1089  Valencia  St. 

{ (near  22nd) 

S San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

I 641-8396 
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Film  Developing 
Camera  Repairs 
Photo  Supplies 
HOURS 

M-F  9:00-5:30 
Sat  9:30-5:00 
Sun  Noon-4:00 
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$3.99  . 
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SUNDAY 

MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

TKURSOAV 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

October 
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AUDITION 
4to9om 
• FREE  • 
DANCING 
"URBAN 
R£F0RV" 
D.J. 

K2VIN  C. 
9 to  2am 
* FREE  • 
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n 


24 


4 "OPEN 

SCREEIN’ 
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l6ma 
Super  8 
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DANCING 

D.J. 

ERIC 

D.  CtAEK 
• FREE  • 
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SPECIAL 

BEAT 

PATROL 

D.J. 

VERONIKA 
Defflo  Tape 
I -y  Nicht 
Special 
Guest 
Live 

5/  BIRD 
KILLERS 

12/  THE 
JOES 

19/ 

ARE 

?•::» 

26/  itovi:iG 
PARTS 


FREE 


26 


0 "ONE 
‘.VORLD 
BEAT" 

D.J. 

JONATHAN 

E. 

Reggae 

Callpso 

Funk 

HipHops 

•FREE  ‘ 
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EULA 

POOL 

Rock 
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CARRIEEAN 
ALL  STARS 

Reggae 

14 

15 

THE 

FURIES 
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Production 

HARD 

RAIN 

( New  Breed) 
Rock 

2/ 

22 

S.HIVA 

DANCING 

LAH3S 
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Reggae 

2S 

29 

OCIEYOCHA 

KOTOJA 

KU  KU  KU 

African 

- "US 
GIRLS" 
Dance  Party 
Tor  vvoDeo 


^ "V7ILD 
DANCE 
NIGHT" 

D.J. 

JEAN  LODIS 
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LAUNDRAMAT 

call;  626-2189 
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^HL  OO  THE 
WASH  , FOLD  /r  HAVE 
IT  Ready  wh/le  you 

TAKE  CARE  OF  BUS/ HESS 
OR  PlAY  ^/£e  OFF 

IVlTN  THIS  AD  FOR  OVER 
20  pounds  o/  bVASH 
so  / a poun  </ 

O/^E  DAY  SERV/CE 
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Que  Barbara 

I^Bbheme  is  becoming  an  important  eye  of  the  Mission 
storm;  From  drunken  window-smashing  to  tables  upended  over 
vAiose  sexual  conquest  is  whose,  to  the  crov/ds  pressing  at 
the  doors,  inside  and  out,  for  the  month  of  poetry  readings 
that  have  just  wound  up. 

The  latest  action  to  bolster  Boheme  pride:  Thursday 
last,  7 Mission  women  staged  a successful  boycott  of  the 
collection  of  offensive  pictures  hanging  cn  the  Boheme  walls 
by  peacefully  removing  every  last  one  of  them.  In  the 
fracas  that  ensued  this  reporter  was  initiated  into  the  big 
league  when  her  camera  was  pushed  into  her  face  by  the 
artist  watching  the  last  of  his  pictures  go  down. 

To  set  the  record  straight,  the  Berkeley  artist  was  not 
being  judged  and  condemned  on  artistic  demerits  alone.  He 
had  specifically  been  asked  to  stay  out  of  the  Mission  by 
one  of  our  more  outspoken  Mission  women  after  he  had  impreg- 
nated her  and  left  her  sitting  pretty  holding  the  emotional 
and  physical  costs  of  a late  miscarriage  in  her  own  two 
hands.  He  disregarded  her  request.  His  lousy  pictures  went 
up  and  came  down  in  a number  of  days;  hence,  nose  first,  I 
entered  the  ranks  of  victim  photographers.  So  we  wish  the 
artist  well,  wherever  he  chooses  to  indiUge  his  penchant  for 
doodling,  as  long  as  it*s  outside  the  Mission. 

Columbian  photographer  and  long-time  resident  of 
Nicaragua  Adriana  Angel  was  in  the  Missicxi  last  week.  She 
gave  a presentation  of  her  latest  book  Eye  of  the  Tiger  at 
Casa  Nicaragua  last  Friday.  This  is  the  latest  in  a series 
of  photography  books  on  Nicaraguan  women  Hiat  Adriana  has 
published.  With  many  accan^lishiments  under  her  belt,  thirty 
year  old  Adriana  is  currently  living  in  Washington  DC  with 
her  nine-year-old  daughter  and  finishing  up  her  B.A.  in 
ccanmunications.  . . 

At  the  24th  Street  Fair  last  month,  t^e  corporar.e  an ' 
the  vital  vied  for  the  pniblic  eye.  In  physical  terms  alone 
T dcxi't  hesitate  to  name  the  victor.  On  my  way  to  the  fai 
early,  just  a block  from  my  door,  I bowed  to  the  God 
Budweiser,  towering  in  its  corporeal  shap>e  of  BIG  CAN  — 
literatlly  as  big  as  the  two-story  apartment  building  next 
to  it  — waiting  patiently  for  the  heavy— lidded  evening  to 
start  its  descent  to  carve  out  the  eyes  and  hearts  and  minds 
of  its  youthful  worshipers. 

Then,  a few  more  feet  down  24th,  I met  up  with  the 
Marlboro  Man,  scattering  plenty  of  free  samples  to  the 
crowd,  in  between  other  restless  macho  pursuits.  But  alcxig 
with  the  free  ideology,  thre  were  families  enjoying 
themselves  on  the  sunny  Mexican  Independence  Day.  As  the 
sun  heated  up  towards  high  noon  the  men  split  off,  like  they 
osually  do,  family  only  to  their  cans  of  beer,  and  the  women 
md  children  got  to  v^cir  thonselves  out  elsewhere. 

The  Farm  provided  some  free  fun  that  was  not  ideology: 
the  "space  walk”,  an  enclosed  and  moving  plastic  bubble 
where  irot'-hers  got  to  disencumber  themselves  of  restless 
children  for  a few  minutes  and...  near  South  Van  Ness... 
other  Farm  p«ople  set  up  a table  with  free  paint,  papier  and 
vegetable  cut-outs.  We  wandered  through  the  open  doors  of 
La  Raza  and  the  Casa  Nicaragua  Galeria.  Cki  Mission  holidays 
the  polarized  political  spectrum  of  the  Mission  turns  into 
one  of  those  colored  plastic  twirlers  that  spins  whichever 
way  the  wind  blows. 

And  the  24th  Street  Merchants*  Association,  who  pet 
together  the  program  of  events,  were  upwardly  interpreting 
when  they  stated  cxi  the  cover  page  that  'Superar"  getting 
ahead,  bettering  yourself,  upwardly  mobilizing  — ‘ is  the 
challenge  of  all  Latin  Americans  in  this  community. 
about  staying  alive,  not  getting  deported  and  finding 
adequate  food  and  housing? 

And  no  matter  how  much  the  consulates  pay  for  their 
ads,  next  year  burn  the  ads  but  don't  print  them.  Here's  a 
sample  from  the  Honduran  consulate  printed  between  innocent 
Mission  Grafica  designed  covers:  "HONDURAS:  PLACE  YOU 

CAN  MAKE  MONEY...  Honduras  is  ready  with  land  guarantees, 
People,  with  laws  that  protect  foreign  investors...  with 
thousands  of  hands  ready  to  work  in  agriculture  and  also  in 
industry  at  the  price  of  $2.50  a dayl" 

On  a more  positive  note,  two  subversives  went  about 
trying  to  right  the  balance  of  the  day  by  removing  ail  "El 
Bohemio"  newspapers  from  public  access.  If  you  were  looking 
in  garbage  cans  that  Sunday  you  might  have  seen  whole  stacks 
of  them  with  ^hat  great  front  page  picture  of  poor,  tired 
Pinochet  taking  the  holy  sacrament  under  the  headline 
"Chilean  President  Unleashes  the  Battle  against  Marxism  . 

As  for  the  entertainment,  it  suffered  the  same  highs 
and  lows  as  everything  else.  Scxne  of  the  music  was  great... 
the  rappers  too,  and  Culture  ClashI 

■fhen  ^here  were  the  ubiquitous  Samba  dancers  whose 


costumes  get  more  flesh  colored  every  year.  I wish  I could 
say  something  as  equally  polite  about  their  dicing  which, 
for  all  the  rotation  of  new  dancers  dancing  for  free  all 
yeeir  round,  remains  the  poor  same  year  after 

However,  over  by  the  Samba  stage  is  where  it  s 
happening.  It  is  the  favorite  standing  ground  for  ^ ever- 
growing crowd  of  men  who  smash  their  beer  cans  under  fwt  ar^ 
stub  out  those  free  Marlboros  while  they're  waiting  for  the 
skimpily  dressed  dancers  to  descend  from  the  stage  in  ail 
their  apparent  glory.  So,  vrtio's  watching  the  dancing  anyway/ 
The  Marxisu  Study  Series  for  Fall  198fa  begins  this 
month  at  Book  Works,  518  Valencia  Street,  and  on  the  U.C. 
Berkeley  Campus  in  the  East  Bay.  Geneses  in  the  lecti^e 
series  are  three  dollars  per  session  with  some  scholarships 
available.  Instructors  ir4cludc:  CARLDS  AIxyUA,  staff  member 
of  EL  TKX)LOTE,  MARK  ALLEN,  executive  assistant  to  Berkeley 
Mayor  Gus  Newport,  and  MINA  DAVIS  CAULFIELD,  teacher  at  S.F. 
State  in  the  Department  of  Anthropology  and  Women's  Studies. 
The  series  is  open  to  all  members  of  the  community 
regardless  of  previous  educational  background.  For  more 
information,  call  863-6968  between  10  AM  and  3 PM. 

The  fifth  annual  "Encuentro  del  Canto  Popular"  will 
take  place  on  October  17—8  at  7:00  PM,  at  the  Victoria 
Theatre,  2961  16th  Street  near  Mission.  This  internationally 
acclaimed  Festival  is  a unique  musical  encounter  that 
features  Folkloric  and  Contemporary  song  and  music  from 
Latin  America  featuring  Mexican  folksinger  Gabino  Palomares 
ard  Puerto  Rico's  Andres  Jiminez.  For  information,  call 
668-0076. 

(XrrOBQI  24TH  IS  TIME  OFF  FOR  WCMEN 

Last  year,  omeu  in  22  countries  and  a dozen  U.S. 
cities  took  Time  Off  from  office  work,  factory  work, 
nursing,  mothering,  deeming,  shopping,  planting,  milking  to 
press  governments  to  implement  to  implement  the  UN  decision 
to  count  all  women's  work,  waged  and  unwaged,  in  the  Gross 
National  Product  of  every  country. 

Join  us  for  Time  Off  this  year  at  a W^ien's  <^up 

at  Civic  Center  Plaza  all  day  Friday,  October  24.  Call  the 
Int.^'-national  Wages  for  Housework  Campaign  at  (415)  558-9628 
for  more  info  and  share  with  us  how  you'll  be  taking  time 
off  too. 


Monday  Sept.  15th... 


The  Big  Red  fire  trucK  - came  screeming  down  Mission 
Street.  Stoped,  out  sidel  Loud  voices I and  of  runnings... 

Am  I to  sleep  - another  place  tonight?  or  the  street? 
I'm  too  OLD  for  that.  Wallet:  took  out  the  pawn  ticket  - my 
tonights-ness? 

They  cranked  out  the  long  ladders,  the  spots  shown  on 
the  building.  I saw  no  smoke  - it  must  be  inside  (as  all 
our  troubles  are). 

Something  Important  - Teddy  Bear  I^ked  up  at  me, 
helpless.  I grasped  him  up.  The  multitudes  of  others 
pleaded  with  open  arms. 

I raised  a clinched  fist  to  the  Stars.  A CLAP  of 
thunder/heard  thence/ lightening.  , 

Ihe  very  Deities  interceded!  Silence,  fire  trucks, 
DANGER  gone.  His  small  arms  - still  around  me  tightly  - 
"it's  OK  now.  Rest  - to  sleep.  "Good  night  Teddy  Bear!  A 
Monday  night  in  the  Mission. 


GRAND  OPENING  • GRAND  OPENING 

PRINTING  • TYPESETTING  • CAMERA  WORK 
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announces  our 

GRAND  OPENING 

We  want  to  be  your  complete  one  stop  source  for: 

Quality  Offset  PRINTING 
TYPESETTING  and  Design 
PHOTOCOPYING 

CAMERA  WORK  (Stats,  Halftones,  Negs,  etc.) 

We  offer  QUALITY  WORK,  FRIENDLY  and 
COURTEOUS  SERVICE,  and  REASONABLE  PRICES 

Please  come  see  us  soon! 

626-6650 

HOURS:  M-F:  9 to  6 


3228  16th  Street 
(between  Guerrero  and  Dolores) 
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GRAFFirr 


WARS 


San  Francisco  Arts 
Festival  Sculpture  in  the  Golden  Section  show  in  the  Civic 
Center  ana  oeginning  “Fo*  write  aoout  The  Writers  in  the 
Golden  Section  section  makes  me  wcxider  about  two  tnings:  ^ 
tnis  going  to  oe  about  how  art  is  produced  or  how  culture  is 
suppressed;  or  is  it  the  same  thing. 

Hard  to  tell ...  at  least  these  days  when  even  the  most 
innocent  of  acts  can  set  scaneone  off.  It  seems  that  this 
graffitti  art  project  was  initiated  by  some  locals  from  the 
Mission  arts  community.  They  are  people  who  have  an  interest 
in  assisting  the  arts  and  neighborhood  youth  in  the  process. 
They  are:  Rene  Castro,  Director  of  Mission  Grafica  at  the 
Missicxi  Cultural  Center;  James  Prigoff,  who  I haven’t  met, 
but  v^o  wrote  a nice  letter  in  response  to  my  last  article 
about  graffitti  that  was  printed  in  the  North  Mission  News; 
Rene  Yanez  of  Galleria  de  la  Raza;  Claora  Styron  of  Book- 
works;  and  Linda  Wilson,  my  landlady.  These  are  the  people 
who  organized  the  Writers  in  the  Golden  Section  project, 
which  IS  basically  three " s^s“of  large”  triangular  panels 
with  graffitti  art  on  them  that  were  shown  in  the  Arts 
festival. 

Graffitti  art  and  graffitti  writing  are  two  different 
things.  Writing  is  the  stylized  scrawling  of  one's 
signature.  It  is  territorial  and  a way  of  establishing 
identity  in  a community.  It  deals  primarily  with  literary 
content,  unlike  graffitti*  art,  which  deals  with  images. 

The  title.  Writers  in  the  Golden  Section,  was  dreamed 
up  to  confuse  tningV~e^n  moreT  The  pah^s  emphasized 
imagery.  Writing  did  appear  on  them,  but  in  context  with 
narrative  images.  The  writing  (which  was  some  of  the  best 
I've  seen,  perhaps  due  to  the  luxury  of  being  able  to  work 
without  interference  by  the  police)  evoked  the  roots  of 
graffitti  art  in  a number  of  the  panels,  referencing  them  to 
graffitti  that  is  outside  on  a wall  somewhere  while 
simultaneously  allowing  a public  image  of  graffitti  artists 
themselves  to  come  forth.  This  was  done  by  making  pictures 
of  graffitti  artists  painting  graffitti,  kind  of  a dualistic 
representation. 

Damiycwi  Fernandez,  cxie  of  the  artists,  also  works  in 
oil  and  acrylic.  He  prefers  aerosol  cans  of  spray  paint, 
however,  as  it  lends  itself  to  large  scale  works.  He  also 
feels  it  blends  colors  better  and  has  a smoother  look  which 
he  is  partial  to. 

In  Western  art,  which  is  an  area  that  many  artists  from 
San  Francisco  and  ^e  United  States  have  made  significant 
contributions  to,  the  use  of  readily  available  materials  and 
non-traditional  techniques  has  become  something  of  a 
tradition  itself.  Found  object  and  junk  metal  sculptures 
made  by  David  Smith  and  Peter  Voulkos  have  earned  both 
artists  international  reputations.  This  is  a far  cry  from 
chipping  away  at  marble. 

fhotography,  film  and  video  were  all  new  developments 
not  long  ago.  Photography  and  film  had  to  fight  for  status 
in  the  art  world,  making  it  easier  for  video  to  gain 
acceptance  vAien  it  came  along. 

Because  of  develc^xnents  like  these,  few  artists  and 
even  fewer  museums  would  deny  the  validity  of  any  particular 
medium  as  an  appropriate  vehicle  for  making  art.  ^ray 
paint  in  aerosol  cans  has  been  around  for  awhile.  The  idea 
of  using  it  to  create  art  is  not  particularly  provocative, 
nor  is  the  idea  of  graffitti  itself  being  art.  Graffitti 
art  has  shown  in  galleries  in  New  York  and  San  Francisco, 
among  other  places.  It  has  stimulated  a number  of  projects 
in  photography,  film  and  sociology.  It  has  even  been 
reproduced  in  expensive  art  books.  In  the  contemporary  art 
world,  the  question  of  whether  graffitti  is  art  or  not  is 
simply  not  all  that  important. 

At  some  level,  one  would  think  that  some  established 
expertise  is  needed  in  order  for  public  figures  to  offer  an 
opinion  about  what  is  and  vhat  is  not  art.  Surely,  it  is 
not  a place  for  politicians  who  turn  everything  into 
publicity  stunts  for  thmselves.  They  try  to  gut  downtown  to 
build  stadiums  with  their  names  on  them  and  sometimes  they 
get  together  with  a bunch  of  people  who  owe  them  favors  and 
come  down  to  the  Missicxi  to  wash  graffitti  off  the  walls. 
They  justify  their  actions  by  denying  graffitti  is  art,  and 
they  try  to  keep  it  out  of  the  Arts  Festiveil. 

This  might  sound  like  eccentric  behavior,  but  it  is 
exactly  what  our  Mayor  has  been  up  to  lately.  She  has  been 
seen  wearing  a bright  orange  junpsuit  washing  down  walls  on 
17th  Street  and  on  24th.  ^e  brings  along  TV  crews  whenever 
she  does  this. 

To  make  matters  worse,  she  has  been  offering  $500 
rewards  to  people  who  snitch  on  graffitti  artists  and 
writers.  This  is  a dumb  thing  to  do,  as  it  can  only  create 
antagonisms  among  teenagers  and  cause  hardships  to  low 
income  parents  v^io  have  to  come  up  with  the  $500.  It  almost 
seems  as  if  the  Mayor  is  trying  to  stimulate  gang  wars, 
though  she  is  probably  failing  as  graffitti  artists  are 
notorious  for  not  fighting  in  gangs. 

The  $500  rewards  do  provide  scxne  extra  pocket  money  for 
seme  lucky  kids.  This  has  made  local  drug  dealers  and  used 
Ccu:  salesmen  happy,  but  it  has  put  the  city  at  odds  with  the 
organizers  of  the  Writers  in  the  Golden  Section  project.  It 
seems  that  the  city’s  Art  CEinmission  put  in  a couple  hundred 


bucks  to  help  finance  the  project.  Consequently,  the  city 
was  on  the  one  hand  offering  $500  rewards  to  stop  graffitti 
while,  on  the  other,  paying  out  money  to  produce  it. 

This  situation  did  not  develop  until  well  after  the 
graffitti  cirts  project  was  under  way.  What  started  as  an 
effort  with  intentions  somewhere  in  between  promoting 
community  arts  and  youth  guidance  became  a political 
conflict  making  even  Michael  Bell,  the  Arts  Cemmissioner, 
fear  the  Writers  in  the  Golden  Section  project  would  be 
halted  before  getting  a“chance  to  come  to  bat. 

Rene  Castro,  the  principal  organizer  behind  the 
project,  said  "The  thing  is  that  the  Mayor  is  ignorant  about 

modern  art."  He  despises  the  punitive  measures  being  taken 
by  the  city,  feeling  that  interaction  with  youth  on  the  part 
of  adults  should  take  the  form  of  education,  not  punishment. 
He  compared  the  war  on  graffitti  to  the  time  when  the  Pope 
forced  Michelangelo  to  cover  the  crotch  on  one  of  the 
figures  painted  in  the  Sistine  Chapel;  to  the  Soviet  Union's 
abdomnishment  of  Picasso  for  his  portrait  of  Stalin;  and  to 
I^yor  Feinstein's  earliest  censorship  of  the  Arnescxi  sculp- 
ture of  George  Moscone  commissioned  by  the  Arts  Commission 
for  Moscone  Center. 

The  artificially  stimulated  graffitti  controversy  pits 
prominent  members  of  the  arts  community  like  Rene  Castro, 
Michael  Bell  and  myself  against  the  city.  What  we  are 
seeing  here  is  a breakdown  of  the  democratic  system.  It 
places  people  v^io  do  not  have  expertise  in  specific  areas  in 
a power  relation  to  ones  who  do. 


INTEI^EaiON 

FOR  THE  ARTS 


OCTOBER  1-4 


from  Los  Angeles 
Burke  Byrnes: 
AMERICA'S  FINEST 


OCTOBER  9-11  from  San  Diego 

HELP!  I'M  IN  SEATTLE 
performed  by  Eleanor  Antin 


OCTOBER  15- 

NOVT24BER  1 An  Evening  with  Keith  Terry 

A ONE-MAN-NEO-POST-NEW 
VAUDEVILLE  REVUE 
Directed  by  Kimi  Okada 


late  night  at  Intersection 

TEXTURED  MOVEMENT  WITH  PEOPLE  UNEERNEATH 


OCTOBER  3 & 4 
OCTOBER  10  & 11 
OCTOBER  17  & 18 


SHA  SHA  HIGBY 
ERNESTO  SANCHEZ 
PATRICIA  BULITT 


Fridays  and  Saturdays  at  10:00 


Avoiloble  ot  intersection  ond  STBS/ 
Union  Squore 

for  reservations  pl^ne  626-3311 
766  VoienciO  Son  Ffoncsco 
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News-Media, 
international 
3125  16th  St. 
415  431-4264 
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state  there  are  800,000  children  who  are  tone  alone  after 
school.  Working  parents'  search  for  safe,  affordable  after- 
school care  is  frustrating  and  often  vain.  Alternatives  for 
"Latchkey  Children"  (home  alone  after  school)  in  the  Mission 
District  include  schools,  community  programs  and  clubs. 

San  Francisco  Unified  School  District  Child  Development 
Director,  Madeline  Halpern  says,  "Ihe  San  Francisco  Public 
Schools  ahve  two  different  programs  for  after-school  care: 
Child  Care  Centers  and  activities  at  school."  The  Child 
Care  Center  slots  are  full  and  there  is  a long  waiting  list. 
Parents  should  contact  their  child's  school  to  find  out 
about  any  activities  and  programs  that  are  scheduled  for  tht 
school  site  after  school.  Parochial  schools  often  have 
after-school  programs  for  their  students. ^ Again,  parents 

must  contact  individual  schools  to  find  out  what  is 
available.  For  public  schools,  caU  central  office  (751- 
4603)  to  be  placed  on  the  waiting  list  for  the  after  school 

child  care  programs.  „ 

"I  don't  think  children  should  be  home  alone,  says 
Diana  Curl,  Conference  Chair  for  California  School  Age 
Consortium.  "It's  not  safe  and  it's  not  good  for  their 
development  and  self  esteem.  Children  should  not  have  to 
worry  about  keeping  themselves  safe.  Ihe  term  "Latchkey 
implies  a widespread  acceptance  of  children  home  alone  and 
that's  not  OK.  I"  California  School  Age  Consortium  (CSAC) 
brings  together  people  who  give  school-age  child  care.  CSAC 
offers  training,  conferences  and  networking.  The  next 
annual  conference  will  be  on  February  7,  1987.  Call  Diana 
Curl  (563-3852)  for  a free  newsletter  and  further 
information. 


"CAMPFIRE  is  a program  for  the  whole  family,"  says 
Donna  Ernston,  Campfire  Golden  Gate  Council.  "We  offer  a 
wide  variety  of  experiences  that  encourage  civic  and 
community  awareness;  training  the  do-ers  and  volunteers  of 
tomorrowl  Children  often  have  no  chance  to  'give  back'." 
After-school  programs  can  include  CAMPFIRE  as  part  of  their 
schedule.  Projects  include  Latchkey  self-reliance  ("I  Can 
Do  It,  I'm  Peer  Proof"),  friendship  across  the  ages  ("Adopt 
a grandparent"),  community  gardens,  graffiti  clean-up,  many 
multicultural  projects,  and  this  year'^s  special  projects  for 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge.  If  centers 
and  programs  want  to  include  CAMPFIRE  trained  teen  leaders 
from  the  Mission  neighborhood,  they  are  available  at 
CAMPFIRE  GOLDEN  GATE  COUNCIL,  2914  Fulton,  S.F.,  94118. 
Contact  Donna  Ernston  (752-2600)  for  more  information. 

COLUMBIA  PARK  Boys  Club  at  450  Guerrero  has  programs 
for  boys  age  7 through  18.  The  membership  cost  is  $3.00  per 
year.  Director  Frank  Lempert  says,  "We're  open  Monday 
through  Friday  from  3:00  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  and  re-open  from 
6:30  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  There  is  after-school  tutoring  from 
3:00  to  4:30.  The  Boys  Club  has  seven  cxxnputers  and  a full- 
time instructor  from  4:30  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  each  night." 
Cane  by  or  call  COLUMBIA  PARK  Boys  Club  (861-8232). 

PAL,  the  Police  Athletic  League,  has  sports  programs 
all  over  San  Francisco.  Call  Officer  Joe  Mollo  (552-7495) 
to  sign-up  for  Judo  classes  at  the  National  Guard  Armory, 
14th  and  Mission  Streets.  Classes  are  held  year  round  on 
Monday /Wednesday/Friday  at  4:30  PM. 

Two  excellent  after-school  programs  in  the  Mission  are 
Mission  Girls/Boys  Center,  21st  and  Alabam  (contact  John 
Ferrera  at  282-3310)  and  MISSIC»I  yMCA,  4080  Mission  (586- 
6900).  Call  to  find  out  the  extensive  programs  available 
for  school-age  youngsters. 

lATCHKEY  NOTES  is  a bi-monthly  newspaper  for  children 
hone  alone  after  school.  It  features  safe  crafts,  experi- 
ments, snacks  and  projects  for  school  age  children.  Also 
LATCHKEY  NOTES  discusses  "Latchkey"  issues  and  concerns; 
safety  on  the  phone,  parent  tips  and  safety  projects. 
Subscriptions  are  $5.00  (postage  and  Handling),  available 
through  3548  18th  Street  #2,  S.F.  94110,  or  can  be  found 
BTOE  at  all  public  libraries. 

The  Mission  Library  at  3359  24th  Street  has  lots  to 
offer  after  school.  Children's  Librarian  Donna  Trifilo 
says,  "It's  a great  place  to  do  homework.  V.e're  filled  with 
children,  often  30-40  on  a busy  afternoonl"  All  San 
Francisco  public  libraries  have  programs  for  children 
including  after  shcool  movies  and  videos.  There  is  a city- 
wide bookmark  contest  starting  September  18th  and  ending 
October  15th.  In  December,  the  Mission  Library  will  have  a 
bi-lingual  musical  program  for  kids.  Other  neighborhood 
libraries  feature  books  and  materials  from  many  different 
cultures . 

- by  K.  E.  Holes 
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VOTE  NO  ON  63 

PROP.  63:  TOE  NASTY  LITTIZ  INITIATIVE  TOAT  WIIX.  COST 
YOU  A LOT  OF  MONEY. . . AND  KUi  PBOPI£ 

The  wost  insidious  initiative  on  the  November  ballot  is 
the  little  known  Proposition  63,  the  so-called  "English 
only”  measure.  Grounded  in  the  same  ethic  as  Lyndon  La 
Rouche’s  anti-gay  Prop.  64  and  other  "slasher  legislation" 
(ballot  measures  drafted  to  harass  minorities  and  divert 
public  attention  frc»n  the  social  and  economic  shortcomings 
of  government)  it  has  some  similarities  to  the  LaRouche 
prop  but,  also,  some  important,  treacherous  refinements. 

Like  Prop.  64,  the  English-only  measure  will  divert 
money  that  could  be  employed  in  productive  causes  (AIDS 
research/Eiiglish  education)  to  negative  ends  (testing  and 
incarceration/litigation) . Like  64  (and  other  slashers  such 
as  the  English-only  ballot,  the  anti-civil  service  Prop.  61 
and  the  Briggs  Initiative)  the  measure  singles  out  minority 
groups  (gays,  Haitians,  needle  users/Hispanics  and  Asians) 
which  the  proponants  beleive  to  be  politically  vulnerable. 

And  like  LaRouche  U.S.  English  (backers  of  Prop  63)  are 
a furtive  cult;  right-wing  lawyers  and  ecologists  concealing 
a racist  master  plan  behind  woolly,  patriotic  platitudes. 

But  the  differences  are  important.  Prop.  63  contains  a 
devious  subsection  (certain  to  resurface  in  future  slasher 
initiatives)  empowering  malcontents  to  sue  anyone  suspected 
of  harboring  bilingual  tendancies.  And  a recent  poll  which 
showed  Prop.  64  trailing  (although  with  enough  undecideds  to 
warrant  vigilance)  also  showed  Proposition  63  ahead  4 to  1, 
despite  the  opposition  of  Governor  Denkmejia..-  ^*ayor 
Feinstein  and  a phalanx  of  police  chiefs,  firemen  an^  D.A.s. 

Prop.  63  amends  the  Constituhion  to  make  English  the 
"official"  (Sec.  6b)  language  of  the  State  of  California  and 
the  "common"  (6a)  language  of  the  State  and  of  the  U.S. A.  I 
Under  Section  6c,  "Enforcement",  it  directs  the  legislature 
to  make  no  law  which  "diminishes  or  ignores  the  role  of 
English  as  the  common  language  of  the  State  of  California". 

Proponants  promise  63  will  "invigorate  our  melting  pot" 
and  "preserve  the  ethnic  diversity  that  adds  strength  ain 
fiber  to  our  society".  But  David  Hamlin  of  the  Los  Angeles 
"No  on  63"  campaign  takes  a different  view.  "Voters  must 
get  past  the  symbolism  to  what  it  really  means,"  he  said. 

English-only  legislation  has  already  passed  in  two 
South  California  communities  and  in  Dade  County,  Florida 
where,  according  to  Hamlin,  the  vagueness  and  sweeping 
provisions  of  the  law  forced  zoo  officials  to  remove  Latin 
species  names  from  animal  cages.  Ot'.her  functions  impacted 
by  such  laws  have  included  legal  and  medical  services  and 
even  street  signs.  As  Hamlin  warns,  "the  city  of  San 
Francisco  will  have  to  cliange  its  name  to  St.  Francis!" 

Prop.  63  will  affect  not  only  government  but  also  the 
private  sector.  According  to  State  Senator  Art  Torres,  the 
Florida  legislation  opened  the  door  for  attacks  on  Spanish 
advertising,  bilingual  McDonald's  menus  and  hospital  trans- 
latiai.  Stanley  Diamond,  head  of  the  California  chapter  of 
U.S.  English  declared  that  private  non-English  advertising 
"leads  to  dangerous  divisiveness.  We'll  be  asking  that  the 
advertising  be  in  Eiiglish  only  and  no  other  language." 

"I've  targeted  government  first,"  said  Florida  U.S. 
Eiiglish  spokeswoman  Terry  Robbins.  "Then  I will  go  on  to  the 
private  sector.  Why  does  poor  Juan  or  Maria  have  a problem 
ordering  a Whopper.  It  isn't  t-hat  they  aren't  able  to,  they 
don't  want  to." 

Section  6D  of  the  initiative  states:  "Any  person  who  is 
a resident  of  or  doing  business  in  the  State  of  California 
shall  have  standing  to  sue  the  State  of  California  to 
enforce  this  section."  (Einphasis  added)  OppcHiants  can't  tell 
whether  successful  challengers  be  awarded  legal  fees,  but 
the  corporate  inclination  to  drop  controversial  services  or 
make  cash  settlements  to  lawyers  (raising  prices  to  make  up 
losses)  will  prove  an  enticing  incentive  for  the  litigious. 

"Inevitably  disputes  over  the  meaning  of  Proposition 
63 's  sweeping  language  will  mean  our  government  will  be 
dragged  into  countless,  costly  lawsuits  at  the  taxpayer's 
expense,"  predicts  Mayor  Feinstein. 

TO  DQTAT  63...  contact  Californians  United  Against  Prop.  63 
(832-4917),  the  Stand  Together  Coalition  (No  on  63  & 64... 
821-9087  or  346-0647,  Californians  United  for  Justice  (397- 
0221),  the  Asian  Pacific  Democratic  Club  (531-2064)  or  the 
S.F.  Latino  Voter  Education  Project  (826-6131). 
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Most  people  are  not  aware  of  what  goes  cxi  in  the  City 
while  they  are  sleeping;  but,  in  truth,  there  is  a 
surprising  amount  of  activity  afoot  in  the  small  hours  of 
the  morning.  The  people  going  to  work  meet  the  late 
revelers  on  their  way  home  after  a night  of  pleasure.  They 
pass  on  the  streets;  one  sleepy  eyed  from  his  early 
wakening;  the  other,  bleary-eyed  from  too  much  partyingi 
It*s  a strange  world  out  there  at  3 o'clock  in  the  morning. 

In  1908  I had  a small  taste  of  these  cold,  clammy  hours 
when,  as  I have  written  before,  I went  down  to  the  wholesale 
vegetable  markets  with  my  Uncle  Ralph  through  a city  which 
was  bouncing  back  from  disaster,  rebuilding  with  surprising 
speed. 

But  now  it  was  1915,  and  the  great  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  was  in  full  swing  in  my  own 
backyard,  there  in  the  Marina.  Living  in  Cow  Hollow,  I 
spent  a lot  of  time  at  this  beautiful  extravaganza,  and  in 
the  praocess  gained  a wide  knowledge  of  worldly  things.  I 
was  17  years  old  then  and  worked  around  at  small  jote  in 
order  to  have  some  coins  in  my  pocket  for  rty  frequent  visits 
to  the  fairgrounds.  One  of  these  jobs  was  with  Mr.  Pisani 
who  had  the  fish  and  poultry,  plus  the  fruit  and  vegetable 
stands  in  the  Spring  Valley  Market  on  the  corner  of  Fillmore 
and  Union  Streets. 

At  4 o'clock  in  the  morning  we  would  meet  at  the 
Alcatraz  Stables  on  Greenwich  between  Octavia  and  Laguna 
Streets,  hitch  up  the  horse  and  wagon  and  start  on  the  slow 
jaunt  down  toward  the  waterfront  where  the  produce  markets 
were  already  humming  with  business. 

There  were  actually  two  separate  markets.  The  small 
one  was  at  what  is  now  Walton  Park,  where  you  can  still  see 
the  main  gate  of  the  old  market  on  Front  Street,  near 
Jackson.  This,  the  "Colombo  Market",  was  an  association  of 
Colma-Daly  City-Half  Moon  Bay  farmers  who  sold  their  own 
produce.  I was  told  that  they  left  their  homes  about  11  or 
12  o'clock  at  night,  the  wagons  loaded  with  cabbages, 
artichokes,  onions  or  any  other  vegetables  that  would  grew 
on  the  foggy  hills,  kissed  by  the  salt  breezes  of  the  ocean. 
Sitting  up  on  the  wagon  seat,  they  would  enjoy  3 or  4 hours 
sleep  while  traveling  downtown  (the  horses  knew  exactly 
where  to  go)  I For  this  reason,  many  of  them  balked  at 
btying  motor  trucks,  even  well  up  into  the  1930s.  "Why  buy 
a truck?"  said  they.  "It  would  never  learn  the  way  to  town!" 

The  main  part  of  the  wholesale  produce  district  was 


centered  around  the  first  four  blocks  of  Washington  Street. 
The  intersecticxis  of  Drumm,  Davis  and  Front  Streets  presen- 
ted, to  the  newcomer  in  the  early  morning  hours,  a hub-bub 
of  confusion;  what  with  trucks,  wagons  and  men  pushing 
stacks  of  packaged  produce  on  hand-trucks,  seemingly  going 
in  all  directions  at  oncel  Most  retail  store  owners  were 
down  there  as  early  as  possible  in  order  to  be  able  to  buy 
the  best  of  these  perishable  products  for  their  stands. 
Some  of  the  roost  discriminating  could  be  seen  searching 
through  the  market  as  early  as  3 o'clock  so  as  to  be  certain 
of  obtaining  only  the  very  highest  quality  tomatoes, 
lettuce,  stringbeans,  etc.  In  summer  months  the  excitement 
was  heightened  by  the  appearance  of  the  tree  fruits  and 
berries  of  nprthern  California.  These  items  were  very 
perishable,  having  to  be  sold  on  the  day  of  arrival.  Daily, 
the  nerves  of  these  wholesale  produce  dealers  were  worn  to  a 
frazzle  by  the  urgency  of  business. 

After  a visit  to  the  Colombo  market,  Mr.  Paisani  would 
tell  me  to  drive  over  Drumm  Street  to  Washington  where,  at 
about  5:30  AM,  we  would  enter  the  confusing  scramble  at  its 
height.  While  he  went  about  buying  various  items  for  his 
stand,  I stayed  watching  over  the  wagon.  This  gave  me  an 
opportunity  to  observe,  from  the  high  wagon  seat,  the 
feverish  activity  going  cn  around  me.  The  haggling  over 
prices  for  the  mercharulise  was  done  either  in  Eiiglish  or 
Italian,  these  being  the  two  universal  languages  of  the 
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proauce  district,  often  uttered  in  loud,  high  pitched  tones. 
All  this,  coupled  with  the  harsh  demands  for  the  delivery  of 
the  purchases  to  waiting  v^icles,  created  a cursing,  name- 
calling,  howling  scene  of  laughter  eind  crocodile  tears  which 
was  really  something  to  see  (and  hear) I 

Let  me  tell  you  about  the  "E”  streetcar.  This  little 
shoe-box  with  doors  in  the  center  only  was  a four-wheeled 
hill  climber,  designed  by  M.  M.  O’Shaughnessy,  the  great 
City  Engineer,  specifically  for  the  Union  Street  hill.  Fran 
the  Presidio,  and  through  Uniai  Street,  it  went  over  the 
steep  hill  and  down  Columbus  Avenue,  using  the  narrow 
streets  of  Jackson  to,  and  Washington  from,  the  Ferry 
Building.  This  car  not  only  served  the  housewives  of  Oow 
Hollow  who  needed  to  shop  in  the  Italian  stores  of  North 
Beach,  but  ran  all  night  as  an  "Owl"  car  carrying  the  men 
who  made  their  living  in  the  produce  district  to  work.  I 
have  been  told  that  riding  in  this  closed  car,  in  the  cold 
morning  hours,  was  a difficult  experience  for  those  Who 
neither  ate  a lot  of  garlic,  drank  a lot  of  wine,  or  smoked 
the  little  black  Toscano  cigars,  imported  from  Italy, 
seemingly  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  any  and  everyone 
within  smelling  distancel 

But,  coming  back  to  my  story,  I used  to  really  enjoy 
seeing  that  little  streetcar,  on  leaving  the  Ferry  Building, 
junp  into  the  narrow  Washington  Street  scene  and  try  to 
squeeze  through  the  battle.  Etemember  that  the  car  ran  on 
tracks,  so  everything  else  had  to  be  moved  aside  to  let  it 
through.  Sometimes,  in  the  heat  of  the  excitement,  with  the 
motormein  trying  to  inch  the  car  along  with  an  impatient 
"DING  DING  DING"  on  the  bell  setting  up  a continuing  clamor, 
someone  would  throw  a very  ripe  tomato  hitting  the  car  with 
a loud  'SPIAT'.  Then  others  would  follow.  CXie  morning  the 
good  natured  conductor  and  motormein  stopped  the  car  at  the 
foot  of  Washington  and  slipped  a box  of  over-ripe  tomatoes 
on  board  I Now  they  had  ammunition!  I was  parked  in  front 
of  L.  Scatena  & Co.,  just  past  Drunun  Street  and,  while 
dodging  flying  fruit,  witnessed  the  battle  of  the  century! 


You  should  ahve  seen  that  poor  little  streetccu:  when  it 
finally  got  to  Davis  Street.  it  was  a spattered  red  mess 
then,  and  it  still  hadn't  made  it  to  safety  which  lay  yet 
beyond  Front  Street! 

Many  great  stories  have  come  out  of  the  old  Produce 
Market,  but  the  most  interesting  is,  of  course,  the  accom- 
plishments of  Amadeo  P.  Giannini.  After  some  years  of 
working  in  the  market  under  the  guiding  hand  of  his  foster- 
father,  Lorenzo  Scatena,  he  prov^  to  himself  that  his  real 
talent  lay  in  the  handling  of  finances.  While  only  in  his 
thirties,  he  retired  from  L.  Scatena  & CO.  to  found  the  Bank 
of  Italy.  He  named  Lorenzo  Scatena  to  the  presidency, 
preferring  to  have  his  desk  on  the  main  floor  in  order  to 
keep  a clsoe  contact  with  small  depositors.  Here,  he  was 
accessible  to  anyone  needing  any  size  loan,  large  or  small. 
This  policy  proved  successful  and  his  bank  prospered  and 
grew,  becoming  eventually  the  Bank  of  America! 

L.  Scatena  went  on  to  merge  with  A.  Galli  Fruit  Go.  to 
become  Scatena-Galli  Fruit  Company  ar\d  did  business  at 
Golden  Gate  Produce  Terminal  in  South  San  Francisco.  This 
terminal  was  formed  by  produce  houses  who  owned  their  own 
property  in  the  old  I^ket  which  beccime  the  Golden  Gateway 
Redevelc^xnent  Area.  They  moved  out  of  San  Francisco  toward 
the  end  of  1962. 

The  next  year,  with  buildings  being  town  down  all 
around  them,  the  rest  of  the  wholesale  houses,  which 
included  several  large  oies,  moved  out  to  the  old  Marine 
Corps'  Terminal,  now  owned  by  the  City.  This  is  near 
"Butchertown"  on  Jerrold  Avenue. 

Much  of  the  property  on  which  the  wholesale  produce 
dealers  did  business,  alcxig  with  several  wholesale  poultry 
houses  and  other  related  businesses,  is  now  known  as  the 
Golden  Gateway  Apartment  Complex  arx3  the  Maritime  Plaza 
where  the  Alcoa  Building  sits.  South  of  them  is  the  Elnbar- 
cadero  Centers,  the  Hyatt  I^ency  and  Justin  Herman  Plaza 
which  rounds  out  the  sterilization  of  a once  very  colorful 
area  of  San  Francisco. 
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There  were  three  of  us  in  my  cell.  TV^o  cn  the  floor  and  one 
on  the  bunk  with  'No  Smoking  Allowed'.  No  toilet  allowed. 
No  sink  allowed.  When  I had  to  relieve  myself,  I ahd  to 
shout  out,  "Head  call  sir.  Head  call."  If  I didn't  call 
the  counseler  sir,  soTn^imes  he  wouldn't  come  down  and 
unlock  the  door.  ' I once  was  caught  smoking  a contraband 
cigarette  butt  that  I found  on  the  way  coming  back  from 
church  and  was  put  on  a 48-hour  room  lockup  with  my  meal 
tray  sent  in.  I wasn't  able  to  eat  with  the  rest  of  the 
fellows  and  no  visitors  and  mail. 

We  had  to  line  m shoulder  to  shoulder  before  afternoon 
lockup  and  count  off  one  by  one  while  the  counseler  blew 
tobacco  smoke  near  our  faces  on  purpose.  See,  I've  been 
there  and  that's  why  I'm  complaining.  I'm  a junkyard  dog 
without  a license  to  bite...  so  I just  complain  like  any 
other  man  would  do.  I've  been  in  some  of  the  baddest  adult 
state  prisons  that  CDC  has  to  offer,  wtih  some  of  the 
baddest  convicts  there  is.  Y.G.C.  is  the  worst  tJiat  even 
Satan  can  afford. 

I'd  like  to  see  these  juvy  jail  guards  act  like  this 
with  some  big  badd  tattoo  collecting  muscle-bound  and 
buffed-out  nazi  weight  lifters  from  the  gladiator  factories 
of  Quentin,  Et^lsom  or  Soledad  Central.  But  you  see,  all  you 
readers  out  there,  it's  easier  taking  candy  from  a baby  than 
coming  off  on  someone  their  own  size  if  not  bigger.  A lot 
of  Pachucos  and  lowriders  whom  I've  showed  this  complaint  to 
ahd  a lot  more  to  say  on  the  subject.  This  paper  could  be 
filled  cover-to-cover  with  details. 


All  right  all  you  Youth  Guidance  Center  big  ass 
bullies.  This  cxie  goes  out  to  you.  Counselors,  (^ards. 
An  Examiner  investigative  reporter  recently  said  in^  the 
9/5/86  issue,  "It's  a place  to  keep  your  kids  out  of.  He 
wasn’t  jiving.  Back  in  the  early  60s,  Mike  and  myself  hung 
out  at  the  ex-Mission  Bowling  Alley.  We  used  to  watch  the 
biqqer  dudes  melt  monofilament  fishing  line  on  a quarter  and 
iiq  the  pinball  machines  all  the  way  up  to  18  replays  and 
Chen  sell  the  machine  to  the  straight  people.  So and 
Mike  kind  of  thought  that  over  and  decided  that  d be  a 
pretty  good  idea  for  us  to  do  to  get  bowling  money.  We 
bowled  in  the  junior  league  and  I had  to  keep  up  practice. 
We  got  some  string  from  Sears  down  teh  street,  came  back  to 
the  bowling  alley  and  sat  at  the  lunch  counter  trying  to 
melt  it  on  a penny  to  jig  the  weighing  machine  when  a SFPD 
foot  ranger  came  in  and  saw  the  action.  We  both  were  taken 
in.  My  mother  wasn't  notified  about  it  for  two  days  and 
there  I was  only  12  years  old.  That  must  have  been  a bitch 
for  my  Irish  born  mother.  Pricks.  . ^ 

Then,  at  the  age  of  16,  I got  nailed  again.  Pot 
possessicxi.  74  days  to  be  exact.  A cop  was  let  into  my 
cottage  and  interviewed  me  and  was  telling  me  things  like 
weed  turns  your  brain  into  water  I I wanted  to  tell  him  he 
was  full  of  buffalo  bangles  but  I had  pity  on  him. 

At  the  time  you  were  forced  to  put  your  shoes  and 
issued  clothing  outside  the  cell  door  at  nighttime  lockup. 


TAXESl 

Don't  try  and  apologize  to  me  you  State  Franchise  Tax 
Boardist  dook  snooters.  That's  right.  I don't  accept  it. 
Part  of  a letter  I recently  received  stated  that  the  Tax 
Board  wanted  me  to  reimburse  them  $66.75.  "We  issued  you  a 
duplicate  refund  in  error."  Then  they  say  "If  cxie  of  the 
warrants  has  been  cashed,  please  return  it  to  us  and  your 
account  will  be  closed.  Please  accept  our  apology  for  any 
inccxivenience  this  may  have  caused." 

tly  $66.75  was  months  late  and  I sent  the  director  a 
letter  or  two  every  day  asking  vhat  happened  to  the  check 
they  said  they'd  send.  They  probably  had  some  dingleberry 
who  saw  all  my  letters  coming  in  and  couldn't  t^dle  the 
filing.  That's  tough  cookies,  Mr.  Kenneth  Cory,  Director  of 
the  State  Franchise  Tax  Board  I I'm  not  paying  back  jack 
shit.  Ny  check  was  held  up  for  months  and  months  and  then 
when  it  did  come  in  the  mail  I was  sent  another  one  a ^ek 
later  and  had  it  cashed  the  same  day  to  keep  the  heat  off  my 
grocery  tab.  Do  this,  man.  Find  out  who  was  handling  the 
issuance  of  checks  and  take  the  balance  due  out  of  their 
paycheck. ' I^y  the  blame  on  your  office's  own  goof.  Actually 
I got  what  I had  coming.  Your  office  owed  me  two  checks. 
One  extremely  very  late  and  one  on  time. 

By  the  way,  I almost  lost  all  my  credit  at  the  store. 


. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  TENANTS 
POLITICAL  ACTION  COMMI 


Id  order  to  better  advance  the  cause  of  renters  in  San  Francisco  the  San  Francisco 
Tenants  Political  Action  Committee  has  been  created.  On  September  9, 1986 
TPAC  had  its  first  endorsement  meeting.  Endorsements  were  made  or  withheld 
based  on  a majority  vote. 

BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS 

Pat  Nancy 
Norman  Walker 


In  most  cases  evidence  of  a candidate's  progressiveness  across  a broad  spectrum  of 
issues  was  required  before  an  endorsement  was  made.  TPAC's  steering  committee 
sent  out  questionaires  to  candidates  asking  them  to  explain  their  stands  on  various 
issues.  In  addition,  individual  steering  committee  members  researched  the  public 
records  to  substantiate  the  candidates'  responses. 

STATE  SENATE  DISTRICTS 


¥ 


YES  on  H 

Pay  Equity 


NO  on  64  ^ IYES  on  M 

LaRouche  - AIDS  I S.  F.  CAP 


STATE  WIDE  OFFICES 


GOVERNOR  1 KUTENANTGOVERNOK  | 

1 STATE  PROPOSITIONS 

Tom  Bradley  Leo  McCarthy  1 

PROP  53— YES 

PROP  54— NO 

SECRETARY  OK  STATE 

CONTROLLER  | 

PROP  55— YES 

PROP  56— YES 

March  Fong  Eu 

Gray  Davis  I 

PROP  61— NO 

PROP  62— NO 

SUPREME  COUK'r 

1 PROP  63— NO 

PROP  64— NO  NO 

RoseBird 

1 PROP65— YES  YES 

Cruz  Reynoso 
Joseph  Grodin 

¥ 

U.S.  SENATE 
Alan  Cranston 

U.S.  CONGRESS  DISTRICT  5 
Sala  Burton 

U S.  CONGRESS  DISTRICTS 
Barbara  Boxer 


ASSEMBLY  DISTRICT  16 
Art  Agnos 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Jule  Anderson 
Myra  Kopf 

BART  BOARD  DISTRICTS 
Arlo  Hale  Smith 


All  San  Francisco  tenants  are  urged  to  join  the 
SAN  FRANCISCO  TENANTS 
POLITICAL  ACTION  COMMITTEE 

P 0 Box  40684 
SANFKANCISCO.  CA  94140 


- by  J.  M.  Sears  (Atomic  Vet) 
TIME;  Summer  1958,  Mairshall  Islands... 

Oh  my  god,  here  we  go  again,  another  nuclear  explosion i 
It's  beginning  to  be  very  fatiguing.  The  psyche,  starting 
to  deteriorate  from  all  this  unrelenting  stress  induced  by 
all  the  unknowns  that  one  encounters  after  each  nuclear  bomb 
detonation.  I was  involved  in  35  assorted  Atonic,  F^^ogen 
and  Neutron  Bomb  blasts.  I remember  22  blasts  personally, 
the  13  others  in  this  insane  test  series  means  the  ship  was 
about  50  miles  from  ground  zero.  With  a geiger-oounter,  I 
was  to  inspect  certain  areas  of  the  ship  for  radiation  after 
each  blast.  Between  fatigue  and  stress,  I got  a little 
loose  with  the  inspectic»i  procedures  for  radiatioi  in  rtiy 
assigned  area.  Also,  the  contamination  in  these  areas  were 
never  neair  casualty  dosage,  set  at  this  time  250  roentgens. 
While  inspecting  my  assigned  area,  I casually  open  the  hatch 
to  one  compartment  without  my  counter  "ON".  I step  inside 
and  flip  my  counter  "ON",  i^'s  Hotlll  E-E-EEE-OUW-SHIT,  I'm 
Oontaminated???  I back  out,  FAST,  to  see  if  I was  contcuni- 
nated???  You  bet  my  life,  "I'm  HOTl"  I make  a hasty  retreat 
for  the  decontamination  statical. 

I check  into  the  decontamination  station.  I begin  the 
decontamination  process,  which  consisted  of  stripping  down, 
including  my  shoes.  Checked  again,  "HOT".  Then  I was  told 
to  take  a shower  and  scrub  down  with  the  provided  brush  and 
soap.  After  the  shower,  I was  checked  again.  I was  no 
longer  irradiated.  I thought  WOW-LUCKY,  I feel  no  ill 
effects  fran  being  contaminated???  I guess,  if  one  removes 
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Alpha  and  Beta  forms  of  radiation  quickly  enough  after  being 
exposed,  there  might  not  be  any  radiation  related  problems. 
But  what  about  the  GAf^  BAYS??? 

The  next  morning,  after  6 hours  sleep,  my  body  felt  a 
little  weird.  I've  experienced  incredible  changes  in  my 
physical  senses  and  psyche  since  the  first  Atomic  Bomb 
adventure,  feeling  a little  weird  is  nothing  to  worry  about? 
Also,  I feel  completely  blasted,  about  180  degrees  out  of  my 
original  trajectory  as  a human  being.  The  world  into  which 
I was  born,  matured  with  the  help  of  parents,  religion, 

school  and  peer  groups  no  longer  influences  my  being,  only 
gut  level  self  survival.  I'm  going  to  survive  this  unbelie- 
vable nightmare  of  Life. 

All  of  a sudden,  an  unmitigated  nauseous  feeling 
gripped  my  very  being.  I scramble  out  of  my  rack  and  dash 
for  the  latrine.  I was  going  to  vomit.  I push  and  shove  my 
way  into  the  latrine  looking  for  a place  to  unload,  but 
there  were  no  places...  because  they  were  all  occupied  by 
other  men  either  puking  or  suffering  from  acute  diarrhea. 
The  stench  was  overwhelming.  At  that  moment,  i couldn't 
prevent  the  inevitable.  I heave  my  guts  out  in  the  nearest 
trash  can,  together  with  a few  more  of  my  shipmates.  Soon 
afterwards,  my  body  was  in  agonizing  pain.  It  was  becoming 
quite  apparent,  I was  still  oontaminated  even  after  the 
deccxitamination  process,  with  the  sudden  mcinifestation  of 
acute  diarrhea,  then  extreme  fatigue.  For  the  next  few  days 
things  were  somewhat  surreal.  I had  no  appetite  and  a 
general  feeling  of  discomfort. 

IVvo,  three  weeks  and  five,  seven  Atomic  Bomb  blasts 
later,  red  aivl  purple  blotches  begin  to  materialize  on  my 
legs,  arms  and  other  areas  of  my  body.  I decided  to  check 
into  sick-call.  Ihe  line  was  long,  my  turn  finally  came. 
The  corps-nan  asked  me  what  was  wrong?  We  had  no  doctor, 
just  a chief  corps-man  who  was  tot€d.ly  drunk  out  of  his  mind 
all  the  time.  I told  him,  also  showed  him. 

He  examined  the  red  and  purple  patches.  He  then  asked 
me  if  I took  a shower  every  day  and  used  talcum  on  my  body, 
as  you  know  the  weather  is  very  hot  here  in  the  South  Seas. 

response,  I did  take  a shower  every  day  but  didn't  use 
talcum  or  debderant  on  my  body.  His  diagnosis  was,  since 
it's  hot  in  the  islands,  all  1 had  was  a heat  rashl  I 
questioned  his  diagnosis  because  these  blotches  didn't  look 
or  feel  like  any  heat  rash  I'd  encountered  before  in  my 
life.  The  chief  bellowed  you're  wrong,  sailor,  that's  all... 
I'm  prescribing  unscented  talc  which  you  put  on  after  each 
shower.  This  should  clear  up  your  rash  in  a few  weeks. 
You're  dismissed,  return  to  your  duty  station. 

Well,  I never  used  the  talc.  The  blotches  appeared  in 
a few  more  places.  After  a month  and  a half,  the  blotches 
began  to  recede  in  color  and  the  constant  agitation  subsided 
equally.  Finally  they  cleared  up. 

rfeybe  I should  have  used  the  talc. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  fl£BWS 

• NOW  OPEN  7 DAYSI 

• Oependabi*  Work- 
Honett  Prices 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Clasaes 

• A Commurtity-Klriented 
People’s  Garage 

• Men  A Women  Mechanics 

• Official  California  Smog  Station 


415/285-8588 


ei1  Florida  St. 
(Near  18th  St.) 
San  Francisco  94110 


K&H  LIQUORS 
E‘X‘P-A‘N'D‘I‘N'G 

K&H  LIQUORS 
501-16th  Street  x Valencia 

OPEN  6am  — 2am 


MURRAY  GROSSMAN  PROPfllFTOR 


With  this  ad 


Futons 

Factory  Direct 
Dbt.  Layers 
$89 

SoVid  'Wood 
Frames  From 

+ 

iiimconoN 

FUTONS 

•COnON  WOOL  FUTONS 
COnON  FOAM  CORE 
I I FUTONS 


FOLDING  FOAM  BEDS 

— — 4—  quilts 

Factory  _zafu  cushions 

Outlet  I FRAMES 

:gentle  wind 

326517th  St.  863-9696 
M- Sat  9-5:30 


’on  the  sunny  side  of  Market  Street  fast  and  free  to  most  neighborhoods 


